ARNOLD I. PALACIOS

Lieutenant Governor

RALPH DLG. TORRES
Governor

COMMONWEALTH of the NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 17 JUN 2020

The Honorable John Paul P. Sablan

Chairman

Saipan and Northern Islands Legislative Delegation
Twenty-First Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legislature
Saipan, MP 96950

The Honorable Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-First Northern Marianas
Commonwealth Legislature

Saipan, MP 96950
Dear Mr. Chairman and Mr. Speaker:

This is to inform you that [ have signed into law House Local Bill No. 21-41, entitled, “To further
amend the Saipan Zoning Law of 2013, as amended, to provide smoother functionality between
the zoning districts and the newly established/existing industries within the Third Senatorial
District; and for other purposes.”, which was passed by the Saipan and Northern Islands
Legislative Delegation of the Twenty-First Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature.

This bill becomes Saipan Local Law No. 21-15. Copies bearing my signature are forwarded for
your reference.

Sincerely,

cc: Lt. Governor; President of the Senate; Press Secretary; Saipan Zoning Board; Commonwealth

Law Revision; Special Assistant for Administration; Special Assistant for Programs &
Legislative Review

CNMI Office of the Governor | Juan A. Sablan Memorial Building | Capitol Hill, Saipan
Caller Box 10007 | Saipan, MP 96950 | Telephone: (670) 237-2200 | Facsimile: (670) 664-2211 | www.gov.mp
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Saipan Local Law No. 21-15

Saipan & Northern Islands Legislative Delegation
Third Senatorial District

Twenty-First Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature

P. O. Box 500586
Saipan, MP 96950

Representative John Paul P. Sablan, Chairman

Representative Roman C. Benavente, Vice Chairman Senator Vinnie F. Sablan, Floor Leader

May 13, 2020

The Honorable Ralph DLG. Torres

Governor

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
Capitol Hill

Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Governor Torres:

I am honored to transmit for your action House Local Bill No. 21-41 entitled,

“To further amend the Saipan Zoning Law of 2013, as amended, to provide
smoother functionality between the zoning districts and the newly
established/existing industries within the Third Senatorial District; and for
other purposes.”

The local bill was passed unanimously by the Saipan and Northern Islands Legislative Delegation
of the Twenty-First Northern Mariana Islands Commonwealth Legislature on First and Final
Reading, a quorum duly present during its First Day, Second Special Session held on May 12,
2020.

Sincerely,

C o eal

—

Frances Jogn/P. Kaipat
Delegation Clerk

Enclosure




Saipan Local Law No. 21-15

SAIPAN AND NORTHERN ISLAN DS LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION
TWENTY-FIRST NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
THIRD REGULAR SESSION, 2020

HOUSE LOCAL BILL NO._21-41

A LOCAL BILL FOR AN ACT
FOR THE THIRD SENATORIAL DISTRICT

To further amend the Saipan Zoning Law of 2013, as amended, to provide smoother
functionality between the zoning districts and the newly established/existing industries
within the Third Senatorial District; and for other purposes.

Offered by
Representative John Paul P. Sablan

On February 7, 2020

HOUSE ACTION

Transmitted to Saipan and Northern Islands Legislative Delegation for action on

February 19, 2020

DELEGATION ACTION
Referred To : None
Comments Solicited : Mayor of Saipan; Mayor of Northern Islands;

: Chairman, SNI Municipal Council (2/19/2020)
[DM 21-64, 21-65, 21-66]

Comments Received : Mayor of Saipan; (3/9/2020 re Mayors Comm. 21-34)
Standing Committee Report : None
Passed First & Final Reading : May 12, 2020

Wém

Frances Jo alpat
Delegation Clerk




Saipan Local Law No. 21-15

SAIPAN AND NORTHERN ISLANDS LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION
Third Senatorial District
Twenty-First Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature

THIRD REGULAR SESSION, 2020 HOUSE LOCAL BILL NO. 21-41

A LOCAL BILL FOR AN ACT
FOR THE THIRD SENATORIAL DISTRICT

To further amend the Saipan Zoning Law of 2013, as amended, to provide
smoother functionality between the zoning districts and the newly

established/existing industries within the Third Senatorial District; and for
other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE THIRD SENATORIAL DISTRICT DELEGATION PURSUANT TO
CHAPTER 4, DIVISION 1, TITLE 1 OF THE COMMONWEALTH CODE:

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The Delegation finds that the Third Senatorial District contains newly implemented
industries, such as cannabis, and long existing industries, such as the adult businesses.
Cognizant of the economic trends that is taking place within our respective senatorial district,
the Delegation finds that it is imperative to amend appropriate sections within the Saipan
Zoning Law to provide better clarity and functionality between our zoning districts and the
industries that are permitted to operate within them. In doing so, the Third Senatorial District
will be able to properly and diligently exploit the numerous benefits from these industries, and
allow for our respective district to economically flourish and provide better financial stability

in the future.
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HOUSE LOCAL BILL NO. 21-41

Therefore, the purpose of this Act is to further amend the Saipan Zoning Law of 2013,
as amended, to provide smoother functionality between the zoning districts and the newly
established/existing industries within the Third Senatorial District; and for other purposes.
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT.

Section 102; Section 103; Section 401; Section 404; Section 405; Section 406; Section
408; Section 410; Section 411; Section 412; Section 414; Section 415; Section 504; Section
506; Section 507; Section 508; Section 509; Section 1207; and Section 1210 of the Saipan
Zoning Law of 2013, as amended, is hereby amended (along with the deletion of Sections 513
& 514 and the addition of a new Section 1211) pursuant to the attached exhibit A.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this Act or the application of any such provision to any person or
circumstance should be held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this
Act or the application of its provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which it
is held invalid shall not be affected thereby.

SECTION 4. SAVINGS CLAUSE.

This Act and any repealer contained herein shall not be construed as affecting any
existing right acquired under contract or acquired under statutes repealed or under any rule,
regulation or order adopted under the statutes. Repealers contained in this Act shall not affect
any proceeding instituted under or pursuant to prior law. The enactment of the Act shall not
have the effect of terminating, or in any way modifying, any liability, civil or criminal, which

shall already be in existence on the date this Act becomes effective.
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SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Act shall take effect upon its approval by the Governor or its becoming law

without such approval.

CERTIFIED BY:
7 P //7 / )
y Q/L/j//v
JOHN PAUL P. SABLAN BLAS JONATHAN “BJ” T. ATTAO
Chairman Speaker
Saipan & Northern Islands Legislative Delegation House of Representatives

Mﬂld on this Jl”day of T“n , 2020.

LPH DLG. TO S

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
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Saipan Zoning Law 0f2013

Article 1. Abbreviations and Definitions

Section 101 Purpose

This Article defines abbreviations. words. terms. and phrasn found in this Law. For rules of

construction. see Section 203

Section 102 Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used in this Law:

AG

ABO-——- —-Ardtﬂt»Bm'

Agricultural lomng Dlslnu

o

\mcmam with Disabilities \u Requirements of Title 111 of the Americans

S “

ADA
with Disabilities Act (ADA) Regulations and the ADA Standards for
Accessible Design (28 CFR Part 36)

APA Administrative Procedure Act

APC Areas of Particular Concerns

BECQ Bureau of Environmental & Coastal Quality

BEH Bureau of Environmental Health

BR Beach Road Zoning District

CNMI Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

CPA Commonwealth Ports Authority

CRMA Coastal Resources Management Act

DCRM Division of Coastal Resources Management

CucC Commonwealth Utilities Corporation

DEQ Division of Environmental Quality

DFW ____Division of Fish & Wildlife

DLNR Department of Lands and Natural Resources

DLRS Division of Land Registration and Surveys. DLNR

DPL Department of Public Lands

DPS Department of Public Safety

DPW Department of Public Works

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Administration

ft foot or feet

gpm gallons per minute

GC Garapan Core Zoning District

GE Garapan East Zoning District

ha hectare(s)

HPO Historic Preservation Office

IN Industrial Zoning District

max maximum

min minimum

MC Mixed Commercial Zoning District

OSHA Occupational Health and Safety Act

PR Public Resource Zoning District

RU Rural Zoning District

ROW right-of-way

st square foot or square feet

sm square meter(s)

TR Tourist Resort Zoning District

Article |
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vC Village Commercial Zoning District
VR Village Residential Zoning District

Section 103 Definitions

*Abandoned Vehicle™ means a vehicle. including a car. truck. trailer. boat. motorcycle. recreational
vehicle. mobile home. manufactured home. or any other similar vehicle. that:

(a)  Has been lcft unattended on a highway . street. or alley or other public property outside a

designated parking space for a period of 48 hours: or

(b) s within public view and is inoperable. partially or wholly dismantled. wrecked, junked.

discarded. or of similar condition. or any vehicle without a current license plate if required
by law. and is located outside of an enclosed building. garage. carport. wrecked motor
vehicle compound. or other place of business designated and law fully used for the storage of
such inoperable vehicles. for a period exceeding 30 days.

*Abutting™ means that properties. such as two lots or a lot and a road. share the same or common

property boundaries.

*Access™ means an area designated as a way for vehicles or pedestrians to enter or leave a parcel of

land.

“Accessory Apartment™ means as defined in Section 406.

“Accessory Structure™ means a structure that is an accessory use. .

*Accessory Use" means a use or structure that:

(a) Serves the principal building or use:

(b) Is subordinate in area. extent. and purpose to the principal building or use served: and

(c) Contributes to the comfort. convenience, or necessity of occupants of the principal building

or use served.

An accessory use includes a garage. outdoor kitchen. retaining structure. deck and fence.
*“Addition™ means any construction that adds or enlarges the size of an existing building. Additions
also include any extension or increase in floor area or height of a building or structure. Examples of an
addition are: a porch, carport, new room (also see "Alteration").

“Administrative Law Judge™ means “Hearing Officer.”

“Administrative Procedure Act™ or “APA™ means CNMI Administrative Procedure Act. | CMC §
9101 et seq.

“Administrator” means the Zoning Administrator authorized by 2 CMC §7222.

*Adult Business™ means an Adult Cabaret. Adult Motel. Adult Motion Picture Theater, Adult Theater.
Escort Agency, Massage Parlor. Nude Model Studio. Sex Shop. or Sexual Encounter center as each are
defined in this Article. An Adult Viewing Booth is not an Adult Business. In any zoning district where
an adult business is permitted to operate, it shall not be established within 300ft. from a school.
playground. daycare. church, adult gambling establishments. and ports of entry (airport and seaport).

"

*Adult Cabaret™ means a nightclub. bar. restaurant. café. or similar commercial establishment that
regularly. commonly. habitually. or consistently features:

(a) Persons who appear in a state of nudity or semi-nudity: or

(b) Live performances that are characterized by the exposure of specified anatomical areas or
by specified sexual activities: or

(c) Films. motion pictures. video cassettes. slides. photographic reproductions, or other image

producing devices that are characterized by the depiction or description of specified sexual
activities or specified anatomical areas: or
(d) Persons who engage in “exotic™ or erotic dancing or performances that are intended for the
sexual interests or titillation of an audience or customers.
“Adult Gambling Machine Business™ means a place of business:

9
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(@) That is primarily established or functioning to operate one or more video or mechanical
games or pay devices:
(1) Forwhich a charge in money or some other valuable. is made either directly or
indirectly: and ’
(2)  From which payment or reward is made other than in food. drink. or extra plays: or

(h) That contains a room. enclosure or arca in which is operated one or more video or

mechanical games or pay devices:

(1) forwhich a charge in money or some other valuable. is made either directhy or
indirectly: and ’

(2)  from which payment or reward is made other than m food. drink. or extra play s: or

(¢) That has on its premises i any given area or part one or more video or mechanical games or

pay devices:
(1) For which charge is made in money or some other valuable. either directly or
indirectly: and
(2) From which payment or reward is made other than in food. drink. or extra plays: or
(dr  That provides to its customers machines. screens and other electronic devices that are
classified by the Department of Finance or its successor in relevant function as amusement
machines whose major element is chance: or
(¢)  That advertises itself’ by means of signage as “poker” or as providing “poker”. or the
equivalent term in a non-English language.
“Adult Motel™ means a hotel. motel or similar commercial estabhshment that principally offers short
term sleeping rooms. typically for fewer than 24 hours. and that:

(a) s associated with an adult business: or

th)  Advertises its rooms for the use of specified sexual activities: or

(¢)  Advertises to and provides patrons with closed-circuit television transmissions, films,

motion pictures. video cassettes. slides. or other photographic reproductions that are
characterized by the depiction or description of specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical arcas: or

(d)  Allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to sub-rent the room for a period of time that

is less than twenty -four (24) hours.
*Adult Mation Picture Theater™ mcans a commercial establishment where. for any form of
consideration. films. motion pictures. video cassettes. shides. or similar photographic reproductions are
regularly. commonly. habitually. or consistently shown that are characterized by the depiction or
description of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical arcas except an Adult Viewing Booth.
*Adult Novelties™ means instruments. devices. or paraphernalia. either designed as representations of’
human genital organs or female breasts. or designed or marketed primarily for use to stimulate human
genital organs. or that are designed or marketed for use in connection with specified sexual activities.
“Adult Theater™means a theater, concert hall. auditorium. or similar commercial establishment that
regularly. commeonly . habitually. or consistently features persons who appear, in person. in a state of
nudity and/or semi-nudity. and/or live performances that are characterized by the exposure of specified
anatomical arcas or by specified sexual activities except an Adult Viewing Booth.
“Adult Viewing Booth"™ does not mean an Adult Motion Picture Theater. Adult Theater. or other
theater. movie house. play house. or a room or enclosure or portion thereol that contains more than 600
square feet. Adult viewing booth means:

(a) Any booth. cubicle. stall. or compartment that is designed. constructed. or used to hold or
seat patrons and is used for presenting motion pictures or yiewing publications by any
photographic. electronic. magnetic. digital. or other means or media (including. but not
limited to. film. video or magnetic tape. laser disc. CD. DVD books. magazines. or
periodicals) for observation by patrons therein. and where the images so displayed are
distinguished or characterized by the depicting or describing of specified sexual activities or
specified anatomical areas: or

‘e




oA e 1D —

NoRE- RN - 1

10

26

J

W ' W iD
fe= R =

e vs
‘i 1D =

'

o

O 00~ O e

w Lo W

40

= e
J P e

3

Saipan Zoning Law of2013 Article 1

(b) Any booth. cubicle. stall. or compartment that is designed. constructed. or used to hold or
seat patrons and is used by patrons for viewing any type of live performance that involves
viewing of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.

“Agricultural Zoning District™ mcans as described in Section 502,

*Airport™ means as defined in Section 413(a).

“Alteration™ means to modify or change the appearance of an existing building or structure. For
example. a building is altered if a new room is added (also see "Addition™).

“Agriculture, Intensive™ means as defined in Scection 4035,

*Amenity” means a characieristic of a development that improves the development's desirabiliy .
attractiveness. or marketability. Amenities may include: a consistent building design: recreational
facilities. such as swimming pools or play grounds: security alarm systems: garbage pickups: 24 hour
water services. piped in drinking water.

*Amortization™ means the process by which buildings. structures. and uses of land not meeting the
requirements of this Law are required to be discontinued or made to meet the requivements within a
specified period of time.

*Amusement, Indoor™ means as defined in Section 412.

*Amusement, Outdoor™ means as defined in Section 412

“Amusement, OQutdoor Intensive™ means as defined in Section 412

“Apartment” means a multifamily dwelling unit contained in a building comprised of 3 or more
dwelling units. each having an entrance to a hallway or balcony in common with at least one other
dwelling unit.

*APC™ means Area of Particular Concern identified in accordance with the CNMI Coastal Resources
Management Act.

“Appeal™ means a way to obtain review of a decision, determination. order. or failure 10 act pursuant
1o the terms of this Law.

“Aquaculture” means as defined in Section 4035,

“Arena, Anditorium, Stadium™ means as defined in Section 412

*Articulation™ means design emphasis placed on a particular architectural feature by special details.
materials. change in building plane (recessed or extended from building surface). contrast in materials.
or decorative artwork.

*Art Studio™ means an artist’s workroom ( with or without employees ). This can be for the purposes
of painting. pottery (ceramics). sculpture, scapbooking. photography . graphic design. cinematography.
animation. or the creation of music or the practice of dance.

“Artwork™ means a device. element. or feature whose primary purpose is to express. enhance, or
illustrate aesthetic quality. feeling. physical entity. idea. local condition. historical or mythical
happening. or cultural or social value. Examples ol artwork include sculpture. bas relief sculpture,
murals. or unique specially crafted lighting. furmiture. pavement. landscaping. or architectural
treatment that is intended primarily. but not necessarily exclusively. for aesthetic purposes. A sign is
not considered artwork.

*“Asphalt or Concrete Plant™ mcans as defined in Scction 413,

*Assembly Hall” means as defined in Section 411.

“Beach Road Zoning District™ mcans as described in 503,

“Bed and Breakfast™ means as defined in Section 408.

“Beneficial Use™ means a use that provides the property owner with an economic benefit or product.
“Board™ means Zoning Board.

*Building™ mecans a structure having a roof that is built permanently on a lot and intended to shelter
people. animals. property. or business activity. or a structure used or intended to be used for supporting
or sheltering any use or occupancy. The word "building” shall be construed as if followed by the words
"or part or parts thereof and all equipment therein."

“Building Front™ means that exterior wall of a building that faces the front lot line.

*Building Height™ means the maximum height of a building permitted to be built on a lot. Building

4
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height is determined from the vertical distance as measured from the ground elevation to the highest
point on the building. An elevator shaft shall be considered part of a building. If the elevator shaft is
the highest portion of the building. the maximum building height shall be measured from the ground
elevation 1o the highest point of the elevator shaft.
“Building Line™ means that line formed by the rear. side. and tront vard setbacks.
“Building Safety Code™ means CNMI Building Safets Code. 2 CMC § 7101 et seq.. and
implementing regulations,
“Cannabis (Retail, Lounge. or Farm)™ the retail, lounge. or tarm uses of the Cannabis plant and its
derivatives (also known as marijuana).
*Cargo Container™ mcans a large container for freight. ordinarily a large metal boxlike object of
standardized dimensions that can be loaded from one form of transport to another.
“Catering Service, Social or Home™ means as defined in Section 410.
“Cemetery™ means as defined in Section 411
“Certificate of Occupancy™ means an official certification indicating that a use or building (as built)
conforms to the provisions of the Building Satety Code and may be used or occupied.
“Church or Place of Worship™ means as defined in Section 411,
“Coastal Resources Management Act™ or “CRMA™ mcans the CNMI Coastal Resources
Management Act. 2 CMC §1501 et seq
*Communication Tower, Standard™ means as defined in Section 414,
“Communication Tower, Stealth™ means as defined in Section 414
*Constitution™ means the Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.
*Contractor’s Office and Storage” means as defined in Section 413,
*Conversion, Building or Use™ means the process by which the original use of a building or land is
changed to a different use.
*Copy ™, in addition to meaning “duplicate.” means letters. numbers. symbols or pictures on a sign
surface.
*Copy, Changeable™ “mcans sign copy that changes at interyvals of more than once every six seconds.
“Day Care Facility™ mcans as defined in Section 411,
“Decision™ means the adoption of a plan, regulation. rule. resolution. opinion. order or directive.
Typically a decision is reduced to writing and includes a description or discussion of the reasons for it.
“Dedication™ means the transfer of private property to public ownership for a public purpose.
“Delivered™ or “Presented™ mncans:

(a)  Delivered in person:

(b)y  Deposited in the mail. with postage paid:

(¢)  Faxed. and a memo generated automatically by the sending fax machine or fax modem that

the fax was received: or

(d)  Emailed with an achnowledgment by the recipient that the email had been received.

“Development™ for purposes of this Law means amy of the following:

(a)  Construction. reconstruction. conversion. structural alteration. relocation. or enlargement of

any buildings. structures. or accessory structures:
(b) A change in use classification for any buildings or land:
(¢c)  Anextension of any use of land:
(d)  Clearing. grading. or other movement of land:
(¢)  Mining. dredging. filling. grading, paving. excavation. or drilling operations:
(1) Storage. deposition. or mining of matenals:
(g)  Construction of public or private sewage disposal systems or water supply facilities for
which permission may be required pursuant to this Law: or
(h)  Division of a parcel of land into 2 or more lots.
“Drainage™ means the process of removing surface water. usually from rainfall. from land surface.
Drainage can be accommodated by either natural or man-made facilities. Proper man-made drainage
includes facilities designed to remove surface water 1o an appropriate receptor without causing adverse
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effects to adjacent land uses or streets.
“Duplex”™ means as defined in Section 406.
“Dwelling™ means any building or portion thereof which contains living facilities. including provisions
for sleeping. eating. cooking. and sanitation.
“Dwelling Unit™ means a room or group of rooms that provide. or are intended to provide. living
quarters for not more than one family .
*Emergency Shelter” means an establishment operated by or under authority or sanction of the
government that provides temporary housing for:

(a)  avictim of a disaster that has been declared by the Governor: or

(by  achild who is placed under custods of the CNMI Division of Youth Services as a result of

child abuse and/or neglect: or

(¢c) avictim of domestic violence. sexual assault. or human trafficking.
“Easement™ means a right or authorization from one property owner to another for a speeific and
limited use of his property. For an example. a property owner may give or sell a small portion of his
property to allow installation of power lines or pipelines or to allow walking or driving access to
another property.
“Energy Facility, Renewable™ means as defined in Anticle 4 Section 414,
“Energy Facility, Nonrenewable" means as defined in Article 4 Section 414
“Electronic Communication™ means communication mediated by one or more of the following
electronic means: radio. telephone, fax. email. Internet posting that allows the reader to access the
information and download a copy of it. CD-ROM. DVD. diskette. thumb drive or other portable
memon device.
“Electronic Means” includes telephone. video-conference. electronic-communications-mediated
written. aural and/or video means. including mediated through the internet. and/or email.
“Escort™ means a person who. for consideration. agrees or offers 1o act as a companion, guide. or date
for another person. or who agrees or otfers to privately maodel lingerie or to privately perform a
striptease for another person.
“Escort Agency” means a person who fumishes. offers to furish. or advertises to furnish escorts as
one of its primary business purposes for a fee. tip. or other consideration.
“Evening Entertainment™ means as defined in Section 408.
“Facade” means that exterior side of a building that faces. and is most nearly parallel to. a public or
private street. The facade includes the entire building wall. including wall faces. parapets. fascia.
windows. doors. canopies. and visible roof structures of one complete elevation.
“Family™ mcans one or more persons related by blood. marriage. or law occupying a dwelling unit and
living as a single housekeeping unit. A family may include one servant having common housekeeping
facilities with the family. and such servant is parn of the family for the purposes of this Law.
“Farms™ means as defined in Section 405,
*Faseia™ means a band located at the top edge of a building but below the actual roofline and above
the building wall. Fascia material is typically of a different type than either the actual roof or the
building wall.
“Fence™ means an artificially constructed barrier of any material or combination of materials erected
to enclose. screen or separate arcas.
“Filling" means the depositing on land. whether submerged or not. of sand. gravel. earth. or other
materials. Biodegradable materials and other materials subject to decomposition or significant settling
(such as garbage and other organic matter) are not included.
“Forestry™ means as defined in Section 405,
*“Foot candle” means a unit of illumination produced on a surface. all points of which are one foot
from a uniform point source of one candle.
“Frontage” means the measure of the width of a lot on the property line that abuts and faces its access
road.
“Full Cut-Off lighting™ means any outdoor light fixture shiclded in such a manner that all light

6
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emitted by the fixture is projected below the horizontal as determined by a photometric test or certified
by the manufacturer.

“Funeral Home™ means as defined in Section 410.

“Gas Station, Light repair™ means as defined in Section 410.

“Gas and Fuel, Wholesale™ means as defined in Section 413

*Garapan Core Zoning District™ means as deseribed in Section 505

“Garapan East Zoning District™ mcans as desenibed m Section 504

*Golf Course™ means as defined in Section 412

“Government Service™ means as defined in Section 411

“Grade™ means the natural level of the ground adjoining the object whose height is to be measured.
For the purpose of determining sign height. grade shall be the clevation of the public street closest to
the sign as measured at the street centerline.

*Greenhouse or Nursery™ means as defined in Section 403

“Ground Cover™ means a imecadow or grassland or other 1ype ol soil-stabilizing vegetation.
"Hearing Officer” means the admimistrative official who presides at a public hearing. including
hearings held pursuant to Article 14 of this Law and the Administrativ ¢ Procedure Act. Such person
may be titled “Hearing Officer™. “Administrative Hearing Officer”™. or “Administrative Law Judge™ or
some other title.

*Heliport or Helipad™ means as defined in Section 413,

“Hospital™ means as defined in Section 411,

*Hotel/Motel™ means as defined in Section 408.

“Impervious Surface™ means a building or solid paving (cement or asphalt ty pically ) that covers land
to the extent that no surface water can drain into the underly ing soil.

“Individual Wastewater Disposal System™ means a sy stem designed and installed to treat and
dispose of sewage from a single structure or group of structures using a septic tank together with a
leaching ficld or secpage pit.
“Industrial Zoning District” means as described in Section 506.
“Institutional Residential™ means as defined in Section 406,
*Junkyard™ means as defined in Section 413,
*Land™ means arcas landward of the ordinary high water mark.
*Landowner™ means a person who has. in whole or in part:

(a) Legal or equitable title to the parcet:

(b) Charge. care or control of the parcel as agent of the owner or as executor. administrator.

trustee. or guardian of the estate of the beneficial owner: or

(¢) An option or contract to purchase.
“Live Theatrical Performance™ means a play. shit. opera. ballet. concert. comedy. or musical drama.
“Lot™ means a unit of land that can be described legally. as by metes and bounds. :
“Lot Area™ means the area contained within the boundary lines of a lot, not including easements for
publicly dedicated or accepted rights-of-way.
“Lot Depth™ means the measurement distance between the midpoint of the front lot line and the
midpoint of the rear lot line.
“Lot, Flag™ means a lot that has access 1o a public right-of-way by mcans of a narrow strip of land.
“Lot Line™ means a line of record bounding a lot that divides one lot from another adjoining lot or
from a public or private street or any other public space.
“Lot Line Adjustment™ means a modification of a boundary line between. or consolidation of. two or
more legal parcels.
“Lot Line, Front™ means a lot line separating a lot from a street right-of-way .
“Lot Line, Rear™ means a lot line opposite and most distant [rom the front lot line, or. in the case of
triangular or otherwise irregularly shaped lots. a line at least 10 feet in length entirely within the lot.
parallel to. and at a maximum distance {rom. the front lot line.
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“Lot Line, Side” means any lot line other than a front or rear lot line.
*Lot, Nonconforming™ means a lot that does not meet the requirements of the zoning district in which
it is located.
Lot of Record™ means a validly recorded lot or parcel of land that at the time of its recording with the
Commonwealth Recorder’s Office complied with all applicable laws and regulations.
“Lot Width™ means the distance between the midpoint of one side lot line 1o the other side lot line.
*Mail™ mceans one of the following mail services: UL S. Postal Service (USPS) first ¢class mail. or
priority mail. or Express Mail: overnight mail by ane of the following private carriers if they serve the
CNML: Airborne Express: DHL: FedEx: UPS: or the national postal services of the following
countries. using service equivalent to or better than USPS airmail: Australia: China: Japan: Korea:
Republic of the Philippines: any FAS state
“Manufacturing and Processing™ means as defined in Section 415,
“Marguee” means a permanent structure other than a roof attached to. supported by. and projecting
from a building and providing protection from the ¢lements.
“Massage Parlor™ means an establishment in which someone can hire a masseur or masseuse and
receive a massage on the premises. For the purpose of this definition. massage parlor does not include:
(a) Businesses offering the methods of practice or the legitimate techniques of physicians.
chiropractors. physical therapists. massage therapists or athletic trainers. and that are
professionally licensed or certified by the appropriate governmental agency: or
(b) Massage facilities located in hotels that have more than 20 rooms or in spas or beauty
salons that provide a wide array of ather personal services that account for a substantial
proportion of the business: or
(¢) Homes in which massage is done by traditional healers recognized by the customs of the
Northern Mariana Islands.
“Media”™ means anything printed or written. or any picture. drawing. photograph. motion picture. film.
videotape or videotape production. or pictorial representation. or any electrical or electronic
reproduction of anything that is or may be used as a means of communication. Media includes but shall
not be limited to books. newspapers. magazines. periodicals. photographs. movies. videos. sound
recordings. CD-ROMs, computer files. DVD's, digital or analog videodisks. other magnetic media.
and undeveloped pictures,
“Medical Clinic™ means as defined in Section 411,
“Metes and Bounds™ means a system of describing and identitying land by measuares (metes) and
direction (bounds) from a reference point that is casily recognized such as a monument. tree.,
permanent fixture. or a comer of intersecting streets. Metes and bounds is a common way of describing
land when a high degree of accuracy is not necessary .
“Microbrewery” means as defined in Section 413.
“Mining™ means as defined in Section 413.
“Mixed Commercial Zoning District™ means as described in Section 507,
“Mixed Use™ means as defined in Section 406,
“Mobile Home™ means as defined in Section 406,
“Modulation™ means. in the design requirements. modulation is a stepping back or projecting forward
of portions of a building face within specified intervals of building width and depth. as a means of
breaking up the apparent bulk of a structure’s continuous exterior walls.
“Mom and Pop Grocery Store™ means as defined in Section 410.
“Multifamily or Apartment™ means as defined in Section 406.
“Nonconforming Sign" means any sign, legally established prior to February 1. 2008 or subsequent
amendment to it. which does not fully meet the requirements of this Law.
“Nonconforming Structure™ means any building or structure. other than a sign. legally established
prior to February 1. 2008 or subsequent amendment to it that does not fully meet the requirements of
this Law.
“Nonconforming Use"” means any use of a building or premises that on February 1. 2008 does not.
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even though lawfully established. meet all of the applicable use requirements of the zoning district in
which the building or premises is located.
*Nonconformity™ means a lot. sign. structure. building. use of land. or characteristic of a use that is
prohibited by this Law but was lawful prior to Februany 1. 2008,
“Nonresidential Use™ mecans any use except a residential use.
“Nude Madel Studio™ mcans any place where a person who appears in a state of nudity or display s
specified anatomical areas is provided to be observed. shetched. drawn. painted. sculptured.
photographed. or similarly depicted by other persons for consideration.
*Nudity™ Or A State Of Nudity means: the appearance ol a human bare buttock. anus, anal cleft or
cleavage. pubic area. male genitals. female genitals. or vulva. with less than a fully opaque covering: or
a female breast with less than a fully opaque covering of any part of the arcola: or human male genitals
in a discernibly wrgid state even if completely and opaguely covered.”™
*Official Saipan Zoning Map™ means one or more maps showing the location and boundaries ol all
the zoning districts established by this Law. These maps are titled "Official Saipan Zoning Map."
“Office Uses™ means as defined in Section 409
*On-Site™ means located on the lot or parcel in question. However. when referring to on-site
detention. it means within the boundaries of the development site as a whole.
“Parapet™ means that portion of a wall which extends above the rool line,
“Park. Active™ means as defined in Section 412,
“Park, Passive™ means as defined in Section 412,
“Parcel™ means a piece of land.
“Parking, Commercial™ mcans as defined in Section 410.
“Parking Lot™ means an area within a lot. and outside of the public right-of-way. where motor
vehicles may be parked. This use may or may not be the sole use of the lot.
“Parking, Off-Street” means a space adequate for parking a motor vehicle with room for opening
doors on both sides. together with properly related access to a public street or alley and maneuvering
room.
“Pedestrian-Oriented Facade™ means a ground floor facade that contains all the following
characteristics:
(a) A transparent window area or window display shall be along a minimum of 75% of the
ground floor facade between a height of 2 to 8 (1 above the ground:
(b) The primany building entry shall be on this facade:
{c) The transparent window area shall not be obscured by curtains or other materials or any
sign.
(d) Weather protection shall be at least five ft in width along at least 75% of the facade width.
“Pedestrian Oriented Street™ means:
(a) In the Garapan Core Zoning District:
(1) TPaseo de Marianas:
(2) Coftee Tree Mall:
(3) Coral Tree Mall:
(4) CPL. Derence Jack Rd.: or
(5) Micro Beach Road.
(b) In the Garapan East Zoning District
(6) CPL. Derence Jack Rd. from Beach Road to Chalan Pale Amold Street:
(7) East side of Beach Road: or
(8)  Any new road extending eastward from Beach Road.
“Pedestrian-Oriented Space™ means a space including all the characteristics of “(a)” but none of the
characteristics of “(b)™
(a) Characteristics of pedestrian-oriented space:
(1)  Pedestrian access to the abutting structures from the street, private drive. or a
non-vehicular courtyard:
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(2) Paved walking surfaces of either concrete or approved unit paving:

(3)  Pedestrian-scaled lighting (no more than 15 ft in height) at a level averaging at
least 2-foot candles throughout the space. Lighting may be on-site or building-
mounted lighting:

(4)  Atleast 3 fi of seating area (bench. ledge. ete.) or one individual seat per 60 sf
of plaza arca or open space:

(5)  Spaces positioned in arcas with significant pedestrian traffic 1o provide interest
and security. such as adjacent to a building emry:

(6) Landscaping components that add nterest to the space: and

(7)  Pedestrian-oriented building facades on some or all buildings facing the space

(b) Characteristics that are not mcluded in pedestrian-oriented space:

(1 Asphalt or gravel pavement:

(2)  Space adjacent unscreened parking lots:

(3)  Space adjacent chain link tences:

(4)  Space adjacent blank walls: or

(5)  Space adjacent dumpsters or service areas.
“Permitted Use™ means a use that is authorized by right in a given zoning district.
“Person™ means and includes: a natural person: non-governmental organization: firm: association:
partnership: limited liability company: corporation: and/or a government entity.
“Planned Development™ means as defined in Section 406.
*Plat™ means a map showing the location. boundaries. and ownership of individual properties
including the drawing depicting the subdivision of land into 2 or more lots or parcels. A plat is
generally used in subdivision of land for resale.
“Principal Use™ means the main use to which the premises are devoted and the primary purpose for
which the premises exist. For example. in a residential area. the house is a principal use: a carport or a
pala pala would be an accessory use.
“Protected Care Housing™ mcans as defined in Section 406.
“Public Improvement™ means any improvement. facility. or service. together with customary
improvements and appurtenances thereto, necessary to provide for public needs such as: streets. alleys,
pedestrian walks or paths: storm sewers. flood control improvements. water supply and distribution
facilities. sanitary sewage disposal and treatment: and public utility or energy services.
“Public Nuisance™ means an unrcasonable interference with a right common to the general public. A
public nuisance does not change its character by reason ol its location on private or public property.
occupied or unoccupied property. The circumstances that may sustain a determination that an
interference with a public right is unreasonable shall include the following:

(a)  Whether the conduct involves a significant interference with the public health. the public
safety. the public peace. the public comlort or the public convenience:

(b) Whether the conduct is proscribed by a statute. ordinance or administrative regulation:

(¢) Whether the conduct is of a continuing nature or has produced a permanent or long-lasting
cffect. and. as the actor knows or has reason to know. has a significant effect on the public
right: or

(d) Such other conduct as is defined within the meaning of “public nuisance™ by the
Restatement 2d of Torts, Section 821B.

“Public Resource Zoning District™ means as described in Section 508.

*“Rated Nameplate Capacity” means the maximum rated output of electric power production
equipment. This output is typically specified by the manufacturer with a nameplate on the equipment.
*“Real time™ or “Real-Time" means immediately before. during and/or after. as in ~as it happens™.
“Reasonable Access™ means the right of the Administrator or stalT to view, inspect. or enter property.
uses. or buildings to enforce this Law. The term "reasonable” means that access should be during
normal hours of business, or at ather times when the use is operating outside normal business hours.
*Renewable Energy” means as defined in 4 CMC § 8621.

10
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“Residential Use™ mean as defined in Section 406.

“Residential Accessory Building™ means as defined in Section 406.

*Restaurant, Drive Through™ means as defined in Section 408,

*Restaurant, General™ means as defined in Section 408,

“Retail Sales, Heavy™ means as defined in Section 410.

“Retail Sales, Light™ mcans as detined in Section 410,

“Retaining Structure™ means 4 structare to hold a mass of carth matenial at a higher position and not
used to provide a foundation or wall for a building.

“Right-of-Way " mcans a strip of land occupied or intended 10 be occupied by a public street and
associated infrastructure on which a right-of-passage has been recorded for the use of vehicles.
pedestrians. and necessary public utity infrastructure (including. but not limited to, water lines. sewer
lines. power lines. gas lines)

“Road, Arterial™ means a road that is identified as any 1y pe of arterial road in the ONMI
Comprehensive Highway Master Plan.

*Road, Collector™ means a road that is identified as any 1y pe of collector road in the CNMI
Comprehensive Highway Master Plan,

“Road, Local or Access™ means a road that i1s intended to provide access 1o abutting properties.
“Roadside Merchandise Stand™ means as defined in Section 415,

“Roofline™ means the top or bottom edge of a roof or building parapet. excluding any cupolas. pylons.
chimneys. or other minor projections.

*Rural Zoning District™ means as described in Section 509,

“Saipan™ means all land on the islands of Saipan and Managaha.

*Saipan Comprehensive Land Use Plan™ means a comprehensive land use plan text and all
accompanying maps. charts. and explanatory material adopted by the Saipan and Northern Islands

[ egislative Delegation for the Island of Saipan.

“Sanitary Landfill” mcans as defined in Section 414,

*School, Private™ means as defined in Article 4 Section 411,

*School, Public™ means as defined in Section 411,

“Seaport™ means as defined in Section 413.

“Self-Service Storage™ means as defined in Section 410,

“Semi-Nude or Semi-Nudity™ means the appearance of the female breast below a horizontal line
across the top of the arcola at its highest point. This definition shall include the entire lower portion of
the human female breast. but shall not include any portion of the cleavage of the human female breast
exhibited by a dress. blouse. shirt. leotard. bathing suit. or other wearing apparel provided the areola is
not exposed in whole or n part.

“Service or Storage Area”™ means an outdoor area used for storage of garbage. material for recy cling.
a dumpster. a utility connection. air conditioning equipment. a freezer or refrigerator. and similar uses.
Except. this does not include an outdoor ice machine at a groceny “or convenience store.

“Setback™ means the required distance between a structure and the lot lines of the lot on which it is
located.

“Sex Shop™ means a business that meets any of the following tesis:

(a) Adult media and/or adult toys or novelties constitute more than 10% of the stoch-in-trade of

the business or occupy more than 10% of the gross public floor area of the business: or

(b) Adult novelties constitute more than 5% of the stock-in trade or gross public floor display
area of the business: or

(¢) Itadvertises or holds itself out in any media or forum as “XXX", “adult”, “sex”, “pomo™,
“pornography ™. or otherwise as a sex business other than solely an adult media outlet, adult
motion picture theater. or adult cabaret.

(d) Except that the Zoning Administrator may find that a business is not a sex shop if:

(1)  Adult media and adult novelties are visually and physically segregated from
Minors:
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(2)  The sale of such materials constitutes less than 20% of the gross public floor
display area or stock-in-trade of the business: and
(3)  the business does not advertise or hold itself out in any forum or medium as
XXX madult™, sex”. “porno”. “pornography™. or otherwise as a sex business.
“Sexual Encounter Center™ means a business or commercial enterprise that. as one of its principal
business purposes. offers for any form of consideration:
(a) Physical comtact in the form of wrestling or tumbling between persons of the opposite sex:
or
(b) Activities betwcen persons of the opposite sex and/or persons ol the same sex when one or
more of the persons is in a state of nudity or semi-nudity.
(¢) A principal business purpose exists if the services offered are intended 1o generate business
income.
“Shoreline” means the edge ol the land surrounding a body of water. The edge of the shoreline shall
be the highest elevation of the edge of land as determined through the mean high water mark (MHW)
ol the U.S. Coastal and Geological Datum,
“Shrub™ means a low woody plant or bush with several permanent stems instead of a single trunk.
“Sign™ means a lettered. numbered. symbolic. pictorial. or illuminated visual display designed 1o
identify. announce. direct. or inform that is visible from the public right-of-way. A sign does not
include artwork.
“Sign. Above-Roof” means a sign displayed above the peak or parapet of a building.
“Sign, Banner™ means a sign with or without characters, letters. illustrations. or omamentations
applied to cloth. paper. flexible plastic, or fabric of any Kind with only such material for backing.
“Sign, Building™ means a sign painted on or attached to a wall of a building and includes a sign to
identify the building or facility or individual tenants or businesses. A building sign does not mean a
window sign. banner or other temporary type of signs.
*Sign, Can™ means a sign that is back-lit with letters or graphics on a flat plastic sheet.
“Sign, Externally Iluminated™ means a sign that is illuminated by an artificial source of light not
contained within the sign itself.
*Sign, Ground™ mcans a sign supported by one or more uprights. posts. or bases placed on or affixed
in the ground and not attached to any part of a building. It includes a pole sign and a monument sign.
*Sign, Monument™ mcans a ground sign permanently affixed to the ground at its base. supported
entirely by a base structure. and not mounted on a pole.
*Sign, Pole Mounted™ mcans a sign mounted on a single pole with a horizontal cross section
anywhere below the sign that is less than two-thirds of the horizontal cross section of the sign.
*Sign, Portable™ mcans a sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building or designed to be
permanently attached 1o the ground or a building.
*Sign, Projecting™ means a sign attached to and projecting from the wall of a building and not in the
same plane as the wall. .
*Sign, Temporary Window™ means a window sign that is not approved as a permanent window sign.
“Sign, Window™ means a temporary or permanent sign applied. painted or affixed on. or within one
foot behind or in front of, the inside or outside of a window.
“Signature™ or “Signed™ means as follows: The term includes a hard copy or an electronic
communication that bears the hallmark of legitimacy . including original hard copy. photocopy of an
original. fax copy. electronic signature through use of a digital code. and an electronic copy of a hard
copy signature if separately confirmed as true and correct.
“Single-Family Dwelling™ means as defined in Section 406.
*Site” means a plot of land that can be used for a development.
“Site Plan™ means a plan of an area to be developed. It is drawn to scale. It shows uses and structures
proposed for a parcel of land required by this Law. The plan typically shows property boundaries.
existing and proposed streets. building sites, setbacks, reserved open space. proposed buildings, and
major landscape features (natural and manmade). It identifies the type of uses proposed as well as the

|1




“d 1J —

I de

>

Y
10
i
I3
14
Is

16

26

19
~

2

2
L =]

)
-
<

‘e

4 02 1

(=]

9 ‘Wi W2 Lo Vs Le W
~J o

o«

Saipan Zoning Law of2013 Article |

various other items required by this Law,
“Slope™ means the change in the vertical measurement divided by the change n the horizontal
measurement. It is written as a ratio or a percentage.
*Soil Erasion™ means any removal and/or loss of soil by the action of water. gravity. or wind. Erosion
includes both the detachment and transport of soil particles
*Special Event™ means as defined in Section 415
Specified Anatomical Area™ means:
(a) The human male genitals in a discernibly wrgid siate. even it tully and opaquely covered:
ar
(b) Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region. buttocks: or
(¢) A female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola.
“Specified Sexual Activity™ means and includes any of the tollowing:
(a) The fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals. pubic region. buttochs, anus, or
female breasts. whether covered or uncovered.
(b)  Sex acts. normal or perverted. actual or simulated. including intercourse. oral copulation.
or sodomy:
(¢) Masturbation. actual or simulated: or
(d) Excretory functions as part of or in connection with any of the activities set forth in (a)
through (c) above,
“State™ includes a US state. territory. tribal land. commonwcalth. the District of Columbia. and any
other US jurisdiction other than the US Government itsell.
*Street™ means a public or private road used for travel by motor vehicles or bicycles.
“Structural Alteration™ means any change in the supporting members of a building. such as the
bearing walls. beams. or girders. or any change in the dimension or configuration of the roof or
exterior walls of a building.
“Structure™ means anything constructed or erected in a fixed location for occupaney or use.
*Structure, Permanent™ means a structure placed on or in the ground. or attached 1o another structure
in a fixed position. and intended 1o remain in place for more than 9 months.
*Subdivision™ means a division or re-division of a plat. tract, parcel. or lot of land into 2 or more parts
including a change. or rearrangement of boundaries.
“Subdivision, Major™ means a subdivision that consists of 8 or more lots or any subdivision where
public improvements are required.
*Subdivision, Minor” means a subdivision that consists of 7 or fewer lots and where public street
dedications or other public improvements are not required.
“Swale™ means a linear depression in the land's surface in which sheet runoff would colleet and form a
lemporary walercourse.
“Temporary Batch Plant™ means as defined in Sections 415 and 613.
“Temporary Use™ mecans as defined in Section 415.
“This Law™ means the Saipan Zoning Law of 2008.
“Tourist Resort Zoning District™ means as described in Section 510.
“Tower Height™ means the height ol a wind turbine measured from natural grade to the tip of the rotor
blade at its highest point. or blade-tip height
“Townhouse™ means as defined in Section 406,
“Transfer Station™ means as defined in Section 414,
“Undeveloped Condition™ means a parcel of land where all the natural retention areas and drainage
wavs plus any existing roadway drainage structures shall be included in the flow calculations.
“Use Classification™ means the organization of uses into groups that share common functional
characteristics and land use compatibility. See Article 4 for the use classifications.
“Use™ means a purpose or activity at a building. structure or piece of land.
*Utility, Minor"™ means as defined in Section 414,
“Variance™ means the permission by which a property owner is granted relief from certain provisions

v
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of this Law.

“Vehicle Repair, General” means as defined in Section 410.

“Veterinary Clinic or Hospital™ means as defined in Section 411

“Video or Movie Production™ means as defined in Section 415,

“Village Commercial Zoning District™ means as described in Section 511

“Village Residential Zoning District™ means as described in Section 512,

“Virtual™ or *Virtually™. when used with respect 10 a meeting. means by electronic means that
provide for real-time communication to and from the participants in such a manner that each
participant can hear and/or read the comments of each other participant.

“Warehousing and General Wholesaling” mean as defined in Section 413,

“Water or Wastewater Plant™ means as defined in Section 414

“Waterbody™ means a lake. pond. lagoon. or occan.

“Wind Energy System, Large™ means a wind energy conversion system consisting of a wind turbine
and associated control or conversion electronics that has a rated nameplate capacity of more than
30kW or that is intended primarily to generate power for sale.

“Wind Energy System, Small” means a wind energy conversion system consisting of a wind turbine
and associated control or conversion electronics that has a rated nameplate capacity of more than
30KkW and that is intended primarily to reduce on-site consumption of utility power,

“Wind Facility” means all equipment. machinery and structures wtilized in connection with the
conversion of wind to electricity. This includes. but is not limited to. transmission. storage, collection
and supply equipment. substations. transformers. service and access roads. and one or more wind
turbines.

“Wind Turbine” means a device that converts kinetic wind energy into rotational energy that drives
an electrical generator. A wind turbine typically consists of a tower. nacelle body. and a rotor with two
or more blades.

“Window™ means any opening in a wall or roof that functions or appears to function to admit light
into a building or structure. Usually such opening is framed and spanned with glass mounted to permit
opening and closing.

“Window Pane” means an individual piece of glass or other such material in a window,

“Writing™ includes hard copy. and electronic communications including such electronic formats as
fax. email. PDI format. and word processing formats that are generally commercially available.
*Yard™ means an open space that: (a) hes between the principal building or buildings and the nearest
lot line: and that (b) is unobstructed from the ground up. except for accessory buildings or architectural
features or as otherwise provided in this Law. Yard requirements have been included in this Law for
multiple reasons including provision of room for greeneny . to accommodate landscaping. 10 provide
visibility needed for traffic safety . 10 permit light access to windows. and to bulfer noise.

*“Yard, Front™ means “a space extending the full width of the lot between any building and the front
lot line and measured perpendicularly to the building at the closest point to the front lot line: See
“Yard, Rear” means a space extending across the full width of' the lot between the principal building
and the rear lot line and measured perpendicular to the building to the closest point of the rear lot line.
See Figure 1.

“Yard, Side” means a space extending from the front yard to the rear yard between the principal
building and the side lot line and measured perpendicular from the side lot line to the closest point of
the principal building. See Figure 1.

“Zone” means a zoning district.

“Zone, Overlay”™ means a special zoning district placed over an existing zoning district, part of a
district, or a combination of districts. An overlay zoning district builds on the underlying zoning by
establishing additional or stricter requirements. The requirements of the overlay zoning district apply
in addition to those of the underlying zoning district.

“Zoning Administrator™ means the Zoning Administrator authorized by 2 CMC §7222.
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“Zoning Board" means the Commonwecalth Zoning Board established by Public Law No. 6-32. 2

CMC §722] et seq.
“Zoning Code™ means 2 CMC §7201 et seq.

*“Zoning District™ means those portions of Saipan that are designated on the Official Saipan Zoning
Map with a single district designation and for which provisions and requirements are set forth in this

lLaw.
“Zoning Map™ mcans the Official Saipan Zoning Map.
"Zoning Office" means the olfice of the Zoning Administrator.

oni it” me itten permit issued by the Zoning Administrator that certifies that the
“Zoning Permit™ mcans a written permit issued by the Zoning Ad trator that certifies that tl

proposed development will meet the requirements of this Law.
~Zoo/Aquarium™ means as defined in Section 412,
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Saipan Zoning Law of 2013 Article 4

Article 4. Zoning Districts and Allowable Uses
Section 401 Establishment of Zoning Districts

(a)

(b)

The Island of Saipan is hereby divided into zoning districts necessary 1o achieve
compatibility of uses and character within each district. and to achieve the purposes of this
Law. The zoning districts are as follows:

{1 Adult Business Overlin+ABOY
2)-—Adit-Business Park+4ABR)

34 1) Agricultural (AG)

H(2) Beach Road (BR)

£39(3) Garapan Core (GC)

t6)(4) Garapan Last (Gl)

#H3) Industrial (IN)

83(6) Mixed Commercial (MC)

€2(7) Public Resource (PR)

«H33(8) Rural (RL)

H(9) Tourist Resort (TR)

¢12)(10) Village Commercial (VC)
“33(11) Village Residential (VR)
Zoning districts are described in Article 5.

Section 402 Official Saipan Zoning Map
Zoning districts established by this Law are bounded and defined as shown on the current
Official Saipan Zoning Map. The attached Official Saipan Zoning Map is and shall be a part of
this Law and may be amended from time to time as provided in this Law.

Section 403 Interpretation of District Boundaries

The following rules shall be used to determine the precise location of any zoning district
boundary line shown on the Official Saipan Zoning Map:

(a)
(b)

(<)

(d)

Boundaries shown as followng. or approximately following. streets shall be construed as
follow ing the centerlines of such streets.

Boundary lines shown as following. or approximately following. platted lot lines. public
land surveys. or other property lines shall be construed as following such lines.

Boundaries shown as separated from. and parallel or approximately parallel to roads,
beaches. or lot lines shall be construed to be parallel 10 such features and at such distances
from them as are shown on the Official Saipan Zoning Map.

It is the intent in establishing the zoning district boundaries that no parcel smaller than
5.000 sm have split boundaries. If such a parcel is found to be mistakenly mapped in two
districts. the owner may determine into which of these districts s’he wishes the parcel to be
located. The owner may then follow the procedures in Section 1309 for amendments to the
zoning map. Split parcels larger than 5.000 sm shall also follow the requirements of
Section 1309.
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[ Section 404 Allowable Uses in Zoning Districts

2 (a) Table | determines whether a specific use is allowed i a zoning district. The zoning
3 districts are indicated in the vertical columns and the uses are indicated in the horizontal
A TOWS. )
5 (1) The letter “P™ at the intersection of a column and row means the use is a
6 permitied use and allowed by right in the zonmg district subject to meeting all
7 applicable requirements of this Law.
8 (2)  The letter “C™ at the intersection of a column and row means the use is a
9 conditional use and is only allowed in the zoning district afier receiving
10 approval for a conditional use permit.
11 {3)  The letter 17 at the intersection of a column and row means the use is a
12 temporary usc and is only allowed in the zoning district after receiving approval
3 for a temporary use permit.
14 (4) It no symbol appears at the intersection of a column and row. the use is not
15 allowed in the zoning district.
16 (5)  If a number accompanies a letter. the use is allowed in that zone subject to
17 different development limitations or conditions. The development condition
18 with the corresponding number immediately follows the table.
19 (b) A usc that is not a pgmnmd Lﬂnd"l(\"ﬂl or tempnrar\ use in Tabh. 1 |s prohlbned e*eep&
20 that-an-adult-busines:
21 mm—the—reqmmen&s«#—s'&m —s«hmd»e%h»lher requemems—aHhﬁHw
22 (¢) The use classifications in lable | are intended to classify uses on the basis of common
23 functional characteristics and land use compatibility. If a use is not specifically listed in
24 l'able 1. the Administrator shall assign the use to a listed use category that exhibits the
25 most similar functional characteristics and land use compatibility.
26 (d) The definitions of uses in Article 1 and in this Article shall control.
27
28
29
30 Table 1. Table of Permitted, Conditional and Temporary Uses
3l
l
- ® =
o .y 8
- - 4 o
= o = & ad t
< B g E = E
Uses E 7 E S 2 3 § g
o = g & B _ C & § - Z
2 2 0 S 8 g g S &=
—_— s = = S z - z
8 - S 5 = - & & n v
7] 3 . = ' —
4 - = = £ = E E ] , = _—
b = = = ” -— ] = =
® 3 E = & T 32 8 & & B
— < % - - 2 2 ¢ C 2 F &
Agricultural Uses
Agriculture. intensive pec ¢! C
Aquaculture ( Commercial ) p: (&2 C?

" This use is prohibited within a Rural District that is north of Tanko Drive’ Rakka Drive/Chalan Matuis Drive
( Map Sheets 3 & 7). This is due to the sensitivity of the Marpi area as a sanctuary and its importance as a tourist
attraction.

* See Seetion 405(hi 1)
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- 8 =
% -5 B
E-A- z
| 2 7 e
| ses £ g 5 E _ C =2 § B §
| S -4 ) £ k- | = = s = =
; s - &4 &« o 9 2 8 = g U
| i s 2 FY 2 FEF S L8
[ = o - -— - = 4 = = =
¥ 2 = = = = f 2 &2 & B
e e | € KB 2 2 & =0 0 8 = &
i Aquaculture ( Small Scale ) I L A C
; Farms P P P P Pp
| Cannabis Farm e L ¢ oC
| Forestry P O p
| Greenhouse or nursery ' P P PP P
Residential Uses
Single-family dwelling |F-P-F P P ¢ F F P P
:;lanncd developmentupto 48| PP PP C C P P
Planned development over 48 . ' . ) !
. nned development ove ¢! C C C C ¢
Mixed uses ¢ P P P P P P
Mobile home P C C P
Multifamily or apartment up to
o P PP PP P P P P
Multifamily or apartment over ;
poops RO E & i P P C C
Residential accessory
buildings ) ? = d J d Ll 3 P P
Accessory apartment P B P P
Townhouse. duplex ! PP P P P P P P
P |
Institutional residential cCt ¢ € €t C € @ €
Protected care housing . €
Home-Based Business
' Home business P P P P P P P P P
Cottage industry P C cC P P
Hotels, Restaurants, Adult
*Adult Business £ &2 -

" This use is prohibited within a Rural Disirict that is north of Fanke Drive Rakka Drive/Chalan Matuis Drive
( Map Sheets S & 7). This is due (o the sensitivity of the NMarpi arca as a sanctuany and its imporiance as a tourist
attraction.

* Housing shall only be permitted that is accessory 1o an agricultural use.

' See Sections 503, 504. 505, and 510 for residential restrictions.

“Only caretaker housing is allowed.

25
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{

B
g 8! 3
| = - ¢ o
= g - -
b = £ B g : 3 E E
] 1 - -
| Ui | & § £ E _ C & 3 § §
5 | 2 O § & & = S & S
; L= = 5 ¥ = = = X .
, |2 = &% x 3 I T = = £ =
I E B' 8 B 2 E T ¥ 2 3%
g = = = = 2 2 = © =
R - < X », » e~ = O Jm_é_ = A
Ad ]
Bed and breaktast P P P PP P ' P
Cannabis | ounge e C e
Lvening entertainment P P PP P P P P
Hotel/motel 'guest house ( C P ck CR CP C
Condominium C e P L © -¢C°
:‘\dl.lh gambling machine p! ploptoplp
business == 58
Restaurant. drive-through c PP S R
Restaurant. general - C.F'F ¥ P F. PP
Office Uses cp:P ¢ P P P P P P P
Retail Sales and Services
Art Studio c ¢ P F P F P P C
Auto rental office pC P P P P pC P
Auto rental office with storage.
staging, and service on site c p P
jnolnding
" Feehieles
: Automobile Sales & Service P P
/\utomn'ti\ ¢ aqdin and P P P
clectronic service
Book Store. magazines. P P P P P
newspapers. periodicals
Building Material Sales . P P

p aibsabes ok e i

* This use is prohibited within 3001 from a school, play ground, day care. church. adult gambling establishments, and ports of

entry (airport and scaport). It shail not be allowed as o home business.

! See Section 612 for location restrictions in this zoning district.

' See Section 612 (ar location restrictions in this zoning district.

* This use is prohibited within the Rural and Public Resource Distriets that are north of Tanko Drive’ Rakka Drive/Chalan
Matuis Drive ¢ Map Sheets 5 & 7 3 This is due ko the sensitivity of the Marpi arca as a sanctuary and its importance as a
tourist attraction.

" A Dry Cleaning Outlet senes as a cotlection point for clothes that are being taken to a Dry Cleaning.

? Use is permitted without any rental s chicle storage. staging. and serviee on site.

”lh us¢ is prnhlb;td within 300 from a school. play ground. das care, church, adult gambling establishments. and ports of
ent ot and .1t shall not be allow ed as a home business.
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- = =
s = 8
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Uses = Z Z E s & = § 2
"=' g £ = - o —_— < 4 z
= = L g & = s S & 2
i = & 83 5 2 5 3 %
£ T ¥ ¥ ¢ 2 FE F % E £
w 8 =2 =5 2 ¥ £ «a' 8§ 8 =
. 1< 2 5> > Z & ¢ ¢ d = £
Catering service. social or | sl B B OB BB i _‘) o
Home ! I ! P.P ¥
Clothing. jewelry. shoes. p . , , ,
sporting goods l ' J ' P
Construction Equipment [ p 5
Sales or Rental 1 I
|
Copy centers. small print. !
g p'.- ) P f C p p p
and sign shops
Cannabis Retail g i ol
Dive shop I PP P IP
Dryv cleaning P p
Dry cleaning outlet’ P P P P
Farm Equipment Sales or PP
Rental
Canopy Rental S
Flower and floral shop P . p P P P P P
Funeral home
' C . P P
Gas station. light repair e C P'!'P
( nhs: toys. novelties. PP P P P P
greeting cards
Groceny / Convenience store p P P P P P P
Hardware. appliances. audio. P P P P P
computers. & electronic sales -
Laundromats p P P P
Mom and Pop Grocery Store P C P P
Parking. commercial P P RC P PC P

" This use is prohibited within 3006 from a school. play ground. day care. church, adult gambling establishiments, aud ports off

entry (airport and seaport). 1t shall not be allowed as a homie business.

* This usc is prohibited within the Ruml ~and Public Reseurce Districts that are north ol Idnku l)rm_gkl\ l)nu’( halan
- oy y

Matuis Drive ( Map Sheets 3 & 7). This is due to the sensitivits of the M

lourist autraction.
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S £ 2 “ £ £
: -
Uses - I f s % - § =
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i g w5 & & P ¥ £ & = ¥ o
| t £ £ & 3 5 £ £ ¢ Et =
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I Pawn shops P C b
Personal service cC P P P P P
| Medical Supplies cC p pP PP
{ Pharmaceutical store C P p P P P P
| Repair of air conditioners. : . ,
| small electronics appliances PR £ 1L A
Self-service storage L PP
Truck. Van. Trailer, Honey
, s P'P
‘Wagon-Rental
Vehicle repair. general P
Gun shops C . P
Public and Civic Uses
| Assembly hall cC,. e v'p P PP PP
|
. Cemetery P p P P
' Church or place of worship PiC P11 P PP I PP
| Day care facility PP P P P P P P
Government service PiC-P!P P PIPP P
Hospital p! P
Medical Clinic P C P P P P P P
School. public P+EsPIP P P Cp
School, private pPic PP P P PIiC
Veterinary clinic or hospital £ P! P
Recreational Uses
Amusement. indoor ' P P P P P
Amusement. outdoor C C & NE Gy € )E
Amusement. outdoor intensive c? C
Arena. auditorium. stadium e’ e CIC 11l e
Golf course « P P

: e . e . . 0 . . > . . . e . .
“ This use is prohibited within a Rural District that is north of Tanko Drive’ Rakka Drive/Chalan Matuis Drive
( Map Sheets S & 7). This is due to the sensitivity of the Marpi arca as o sanctuany and its importance as a tourist

attraction.  The use shall comply with all provisions under section 611,
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% 8 = = @ BT « « 8 8 4
s i * & & 5. % & £'F
| Park. active PP P p PP P P p
| Park. passive | P B P P P P P
- Zoo/aquarium ! C »
Industrial Uses ; R
Airport P
Asphali or concrete plam L P
Contractor’s office and storage C' C P P C
Mining C'
Gas and fuel. wholesale C C C
Heliport or helipad ' % N
Junkyard
Manufacturing and processing o ( P
Microbrewery ‘ i C € P € ¢ C
Seaport P
\\'arcl1fmu.si|\g and general C P p C
wholesaling - B
Crematoriums ' P
i
x !
] ]
Utility Uses
Communication tower. ! C C C
standard
Communication tower. stealth P P'P P P P P pPiP'P
Energy facility. nonrenewable o C
Energy facility. renewable L o€ ;€ L r P £ . £t
Sanitary landfill < P
Transfer station Ct c ¢ ,p
Utility. minor P P P P P P P P P PP

¥ This use is prohibited within a Rural District that is north ol Tanko Drive Rakka Drive/Chalan Matuis Drive
( Map Sheets & 7). This is due t the sensitivity of the Marpi area as a sanctuan and its importance as a tourist
attraction. The use shall comply with all provisions under section 611,

* Perminted only on lots abutting an arterial or collector road,
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. Water or wastewater plant s S
Temporary Uses
| Special event [ T T T-T % :% .9
!
Roadside merchandise stand | 1 T 1 I LT i
Video or movie production | | | I FTeT T i 1 T
Temporany Batch Plant I T | T I I T I i
porarn SRR LR S B i L
Construction materials vard/ : . , . o .
. . ; v | | | | I I I | | I
Construction slaging areas
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Section 405 Agricultural Uses

Agricultural uses include:

(a) Agriculture, Intensive. These uses include: any agricultural uses such as feed lots, hog
farms. cow pastures. and poultry operations where animals are tightly confined in buildings
or outdoor pens or pastures with more than one animal unit per 1.000 sm. One animal unit
is equal to: one horse: two cattle: four calves (under one vear): 5 pigs: 7 goats—d-kids: or
200 chickens or other poultry .

(b) Aquacuiture. Raising and collection of fish. shellfish. and algae tor food. This use may

include retail sale of produce raised at the site.

(1) Commercial Aquaculture - The arcas most suitable for commercial aquaculture in
Saipan are Obvan/Ladder Beach and the Lalaw/Tururam area.
(2) Small Scale Aquaculture - Allowed as a backyvard operation in residential arcas
subject to the following conditions:
(A) T'he operation shall be designed as a Recirculating Aquaculture Sy stem
( RAS )
(B) No more than four (4). 5.000 gallon production tanks shall be used:
(C) Production tanks shall employ a filtration system that minimizes the
discharge of effluent:
(D) Saltwater aquaculture shall be prohibited in “Groundwater Zone 1™ as
determined by regulation by the CNMI Division of Environmental
Quality:
(E) The area covered by a retail sales stand shall not exceed 400 s.£; and
(F) The area is located outside of the area designated as “Groundwater Zone
17 by the CNMI Division of Environmental Quality.

(¢) Farms (with and without farm residences) that include commercial orchards. raising of

crops. livestock. cattle. horses. or poultry except Intensive Agriculture. This use may include

retail sale of products from the farm site._Subsistence farming for personal use shall be
excluded from this definition.

te)(d)Cannabis Farm: means as defined in Scetion 103.e.

td)e)Forestry. Management. harvesting. and use of a forest or woodland area so that 80 % of

the land is at all times in forest or woodland cover.

te)(1)Greenhouse or Nursery. I'he cultivation [or sale of horticultural specialties such as

flowers. shrubs. and trees. intended for ornamental or landscaping purposes. This use may

include retail sale of plants grown on-site.

Section 406 Residential Uses

Residential uses include:

(a) Accessory Apartment. A complete. independent living facility either inside of or added to
an existing single-family dwelling. or in an accessory building.

(b) Duplex. A structure on a single lot containing two dwelling units. No more than one
structure on a single lot measuring at least 400 square meters is permitted.

(¢c) Institutional Residential. These uses include convents. monasteries. school dormitories.
nursing homes. barracks. employee housing. sheltered care facilities. group homes. and
rooming houses.

(d) Mixed Use. This is a development that has a mix of residential and nonresidential uses and
that is not a planned development.

(¢) Mobile Home. A mobile home includes a dwelling structure that is transportable in one or
more sections: a structure. such as a shipping container. that was transportable at one time:
and a recreational vehicle used as a dwelling unit.
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1 (1) Multifamily or Apartment. A structure containing more than one dwelling unit. each with
2 toilet and cooking facilities. that is not a duplex or townhouse. More than one structure on
3 a single lot is permitted.
4 (2) Planned Development. This is a residential development that is planned as a unit with
5 common open space and:
6 ( Dhas more than 5 dwelling units/ or rooms.
7 (2)has multiple buildings (not including shelters. storage. or palapalas): and
8 (3)has a mix of single family and multifamily dwelling units or a mix of
9 residential and nonresidential dev elopment.
10 3 (4)__complies with requirements of section 605 (Multiple Buildings Large Lot
I developments.
12 (h)  Proteeted Care Housing. This is housing where the residents are assigned to the facility
13 and are under the protective care of the CNMI government. 1t includes a jail. prison. or
14 work release facility but does not include an emergency shelter.
I3 (i) Residential Accessory Building. This is a building or use that contributes to. and is
16 secondary 10. the comfort. convenience. and necessities of the residents of the principal
17 residential building or use. .
18 () Single-Family Dwelling. The use of a single lot with minimum lot area of 400sm for one
19 single-family detached dwelling unit with open vards on all sides. excluding a mobile
20 home.
21 (k) Townhouse/ Condominium. A structure located on a single lot with two or more dwelling
22 units that are have two stertes or more floors and attached by a party wall to one or more
23 other dwelling units. each on its own lot. For the avoidance of doubt, condominiums are
24 considered townhouses for the purposes of this law.
25 Section 407 Home Based Business Uses
26 Home based business uses include:
2 (a) Home Business. This refers to a business that:
2 (1) Is conducted within a dwelling by members of the immediate family that reside
29 in the dwelling
3 (2)  Has no more than one outside employee:
31 3)  The primary use of the home shall be as a residence:
32 Involves no alteration of the exterior of the structure except play equipment or
33 lencing:
34 (5)  Has no effect on the general character of the neighborhood:
35 Offers no specialized service to groups of more than § persons except a home
36 day carc may serve up to 6 children: and
37 (7)  Offers no goods bought for'the express purpose of resale.
38
39 Typical home business uses are music or dance lessons, hair care. day care. art studio.
40 professional office. and making baked goods. but not outdoor shows. Where there are no
41 external changes to the home and no sales or customers at the home. no zoning approval
42 shall be required. A home n a village residential neighborhood shall not be used as a
43 commercial warchouse or solely [or storage.
44
45 (b) Cottage Industry. This refers to an office. commercial. industrial or intensive use that: is
46 conducted on a lot with a residential dwelling unit: employs up to six in addition to family
47 members: involves no outdoor storage: involves no more than one vehicle that may be a
48 light truck. Typical uses are agriculture, light automotive repair. septic system service, well
49 service. carpentry. upholstery. woodworking. and other similar uses.
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Section 408 Hotels, Restaurants, Adult Uses

(a)Adult Business mcans as defined in Section 103,

(b)Adult Viewing Booth means as defined in Section 103,

(¢)Bed and Breakfast. A transient lodging establishment in a single-family dwelling or up

to 10 detached guesthouses. primarily engaged in providing ovemight or otherw ise

temporany lodging for the general public and seryes breakfast at no extra charge 10 these

2uests. i

teyd)Cannabbis Lounge means as defined in Section 103,

th(e)Evening Entertainment. A bar or nightclub except an Adult Business. An

establishment primarily engaged n the sale of aleoholic beverages in a reads -to-consume

state. Bars and nightclubs may include live hands. other music. and dancing as well as

games of skill such as pool or darts for use by the patrons of the establishment.

tei DAdult Gambling Machine Business. mcans as defined in Article |
B(z)Hotel/ Motel. An establishmient providing guest rooms for lodging. ty pically on a less than
weekly basis. with no or minimal kitchen facilities in the guest units. Guest units may be reached cither
from a common entrance or directly from the outside of the building. Accessory uses may include. but
are not limited to. utility uses. restaurants. retail sales and service. offices. public and civic uses. and
recreational uses. For the avoidance of doubt. guest houses not meeting the definition of Bed &
Breakfast in_subsection (¢) are considered “Hotel’ Motel™ uses under this law.,

t2)(h)Restaurant, Drive-Through. An establishment where the principal business is the sale of

food and beverages o the customer in @ ready -to-consume state and where the design or

principal method of operation is that of a fast-food or drive-through restaurant.
t(i)Restaurant, General. An establishment where the principal business is the sale of food and
beverages in a ready -to-consume state or to cook on the premises. This use includes restaurants.,
cafeterias. delicatessens. retail bakeries. snack bars. coffee shops. donut shops. and ice cream parlors.
I'his use may include the consumption of alcoholic beverages as a secondary use. but excludes a drive-
through restaurant.

Section 409 Office Uses

Office uses include executive. management, administrative. financial. document handling.
insurance. real estate sales or rental. or other professional services. and dispatching offices.
Offices may include incidental retail sales.

Section 410 Retail Sales and Service Use

Retail sales and service uses include:
(a)Catering Service, Commercial, Social or Home. A business. other than a home
business. that provides food and incidental service for an event. social aftair or private
dwelling. This use also includes small-scale preparation of food for transport and sale at
other locations. such as retail stores or food stalls.
(b)Funeral Home. An ¢stablishment engaged in preparing the human deceased for burial.
and arranging and managing funerals. Funeral homes may include crematories.
(¢)Mom and Pop Grocery Store. A business that is independently owned and operated
in a single location. Rather than being part of a national chain. the mom and pop store
offers a shopping alternative to consumers who wish to deal with businesses established by
members of the community. Mom and Pop stores are also characterized by having few
employ ees. doing a relatively small amount of business. and not being predominant in their
“area of operation.” A Mom and Pop grocery store shall not contain more than 900 square
feet of floor space.
(d)Medical Supplies. liems necessany for the treatment of an illness or injury. These
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l inc!udg nnn.-dur'ablc disposable health care materials ordered or prescribed by a physician,
2 which is primarily used to serve a medical purpose.
3 teh(e)Parking, Commercial. This use includes buildings or other structures and paved
4 areas that provide temporary parking for motor vehicles for profit. where some or all of the
5 spaces are not accessory to another principal use.
6 (e} NPersonal Service. An establishment primarily engaged in the provision of frequenth
7 or recurrently needed services of a personal nature: or the provision of informational,
8 mstructional. personal improvement or similar services. which may involve the limited
9 accessory sale of retail products. Typical uses include:
10 (1) Barber. beauty shops
I (2)  Art. dance. music schools
12 (3)  Health/fitness centers/spas that are not adult businesses
13 (4)  Driving schools
14 (3)  Licensed therapeutic massage studios
15 (6)  Internet Cafes
16 H(g)Other Retail Sales. Typical uses include:
7 (1) Automobile sales with or without repair service
I8 (2) Dry cleaning. Laundromats
19 (3) Auto rental including service for rental vehicles that would be allowed under “gas
20 station. light repair™.
21 (4) Copy centers. small print and sign shops
2 (5) Pawn shops
23 (6) Sale of lumber, construction. or building materials
24 (7) Construction equipment sales. rental
25 (8) Moving truck. van and trailer sales. rental
26 (9) Farm equipment and machinery sales. rental
27 (10)  Repair of air conditioners. small electronics and appliances.
28 (1) Clothing. jewelry. shoes. sporting goods
2 (12)  Hardware. appliances. computers. audio and electronic equipment
30 (13)  Grocery or convenience items
31 (14)  Books. magazines. newspapers. periodicals
32 (13) Gifts. toys. novelties. greeting cards
33 (16)  Flowers and floral arrangements
34 (17)  Pharmaceuticals
35 (18)  Sale and installation of automobile audio and electronic equipment
36 (19)  Dive shop
37 (20)  Auto rental otfice without garage services for rental vehicles.
38 (21)Cannabis retail
39 &) h)Self-Service Storage. An enclosed storage facility of a commercial nature containing
40 independent. fully enclosed bays that are leased to persons exclusively for storage of their
41 household goods or personal property.
42 H#1(1)Gas Station, Light Repair
43 (1) An establishment primarily engaged in the retail sale of gasoline or other
44 motor fuels that may include the sale of convenience retail items. and/or
45 (2) An establishment engaged in maintenance operations such as: changing
46 oil/filter or other fluid, vehicle inspection. light engine tune-up or repair:
47 steering or suspension repair: tire service: brake service; air conditioning
48 service: electrical repair: ex "trim” work (for example: the changing of lights,
49 lens. door handles. window regulators and glass) that also meets the following
50 requirements:
51 (A) The lot size is at least 1,000 sm:
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(B) All work is completed in [ully enclosed bays:

(C)  No body repairs. painting. rust proofing or undercoating:

(D) No storage of vehicles that not being actively repaired:

(E) Al vehicles have current registration with the Department of Motor
Vehicles: and

(1) No overnight storage of more than 8 vehicles

(3)Gas Stations and Automotive Light Repair operations shall be sereened from
adjoining properties zoned Village Residential or Rural. Screening shall consist of
appropriate vegetation or fencing.

() _Light Carwashing - minor carwash activities which include handwashing.

t())Vehicle Repair. General. An establishment engaged in the repair and maintenance of
motor vehicles or other heavy equipment or machinery . including automobiles. boats.
motorey cles and trucks, paint and body work. Ty pical uses include automobile repair
garages. vehicle inspection centers. paint and body shops. automobile tune-up stations.
automotive glass shops. quick lubes. automotive car washing and detailing. and muffier
shops. This use does not include o ernight storage of a vehicle that is not being actively
repaired or that is not currently registered with the Department of Motor Vehicles. General
Vehicle Repatr businesses shall be screened from adjoining properties zoned as Village
Residential. Village Commercial. Rural. or Mixed Commercial. . Screening shall consist
of appropriate vegetation or lencing.

Section 411 Public and Civic Uses

Public and civic uses include:

(a)

(b)

(<)

(d)

(c)

(N

Assembly Hall. The principal use of a site or facility owned and 'or operated for social.
cducational. or recreational purposes. [y pical uses include but are not limited to nonprofit
fraternal organizations and union halls and for-profit facilities for weddings. receptions.
private parties. conventions. educational informational workshops. and classes.

Cemetery. |.and used or intended to be used for nonprofit or commercial burial. whether
human or animal. including a mausoleum. or columbarium.

Church or Place of Worship. A site and its buildings used primarily for religions worship
and related religious services by a tax-exempt religious group. Churches may include staft
housing and cemeteries belonging to and operated by the church. Churches shall not
include day care facilities. pre-schools. schools or homeless shelters. unless they are
approved as a separate use.

Day Care Facility. An establishment that provides non-medical daytime care or

services for three or more persons on a daily or regular basis for less than 24 hours

a day. but not overnight. Day care facility includes a child care facility and a day

care facility for adults but not a day care that is a home business.

Government Service. A buildings or facility owned or operated by a government entity
that provide a service for the public. excluding utility and recreational service. Typical uses
include administrative offices of government agencies. post oflices. public libraries. and
police and fire stations.

Hospital. A facility that maintains and operates organized facilities for medical or surgical
diagnosis or procedures: care. including emergency overnight and outpatient care: and
wreatment of human illness which meets the minimum standards of hospital certification
regulations promulgated pursuant to title XVIII of the Social Security Act. United States
Code. title 42, section 1861, et seq. A helipad shall be considered an accessory use for a
hospital.

'ed
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(2)

(h)

(i)

)

Medical Clinic. A small private or public health facility that is devoted to the care of
persons residing at the facility for periods less than 24 hours. Medical clinics typically
occur in more of a community setting than larger hospitals. which treat persons who reside
at the facility for periods longer than 24 hours. Medical clinic usually contain offices for
medical professionals. )

School, Private. A private [or-profit or nonprofit institution of learning that conducts
regular classes and courses of study required for accreditation by the CNMI as an
clementary . secondary. or post-secondary school or that offers regularly scheduled
vocational instruction in technical. commercial. or trade skills.

School, Public. A public institution of leaming that conducts regular classes and courses of
study.

Veterinary Clinic or Hospital. An establishment primarily engaged in providing medical
care and treatment for animals.

Section 412 Recreational Uses

Recreational uses include:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(h)

Amusement, Indoor. An establishment offering entertainment or games of skill to the
general public for a fec or charge where the activity takes place indoors. Typical uses
include bow ling alleys. indoor sports arenas. movie theaters. cockfighting. video arcades.
pool halls, shooting arcades. indoor swimming pools and racquet clubs but not Adult
Businesses.

Amusement, Outdoor. An establishment offering entertainment or games of skill 1o the
general public for a fec or charge wherein any portion of the activity takes place in the
open. excluding golf courses and public parks. Typical uses include archery ranges. athletic
fields. batting cages. cultural shows. golf driving ranges. swimming pools. tennis courts:
sheetingranges. and music arenas.

Amusement, OQutdoor Intensive. An establishment that offers more “intense”™ outdoor
activities than those listed in the Amusement. Outdoor category. Typical uses include
rental of all terrain vehicles or motorey cles. miniature golf courses. water slides. racing
facilities. camivals, and amusement parks,_shooting ranges:

Arena, Auditorium, or Stadium. An open. partially enclosed or fully enclosed facility
primarily used or intended for commercial spectator sports or entertainment. Typical uses
include convention or exhibition halls. sports arenas. and amphitheaters.

Golf Course. A facility providing a private or public golf recreation area designed for
executive or regulation play along with a golf support facility. Golf course does not include
a miniature golf facility.

Park, Active. A park that provides opportunities for active recreational activities to the
general public. Typical uses include ball fields. boat launching ramps, recreational marinas.
jogging trails. exercisc arcas. or play grounds.

Park, Passive. A public or private outdoor recreational use relying on a natural or man-
made resource base that is developed with a low intensity of impact on the land. Typical
uses include beaches. trail systems, botanical gardens. museums. interpretive centers,
cultural centers. wildlife management and demonstration arcas for historical, cultural.
scientific. educational or other purposes that relates to the natural qualities of the area. and
support facilities for such activities. Support facilities may include pavilions and
caretakers’ quarters.

Zoo/Aquarium. A public park or large enclosure where live terrestrial or aquatic animals
are kept for display to the public.

Section 413 Industrial Uses
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Industrial uses include:

(a)

(b)

(h)

Airport. Any public or privately owned or operated ground facility designed to
accommodate landing and take-off operations of general aircraft including helicopters.
Asphalt or Concrete Plant. An establishment engaged in the manufacture. mixing or
batching of asphalt. asphaltic cement. cement or concrete products.

Contractor’s Office and Storage Yard. A permanent office and aceessory storage facility
used by building trade and service contractors on land other than construction sites.
Mining. This use includes extracting or obtaining coral. minerals. sand. gravel. roch.
aggregate. clay. or similar materials from an excavation in the earth for financial gain
including selling extracted materials or using them for the benefit of a construction
business. This mcludes uses customarily incidental. appropriate. and subordinate to mining
and located on the same site. such as: stockpiling. sorting: sereening: washing: crushing:
batching: recycling of concrete: asphalt. and related construction materials: maintenance
facilities. and contractors” service and storage vards: and concrete products manufacturing
that make use of the products produced from the subject mining site. The following uses or
activities are not considered (o be mining.

(1) Excavation for a swimming pool.

(2)  Maintenance dredging or reconstruction of an existing channel or imtake and
discharge structure.

(3)  Small lily ponds. goldfish ponds. reflecting ponds. and other small ornamental
water features with a maximum depth of 6 ft and hined with impervious
material.

(4)  Excavation for the placement ot a septic tank and leaching field.

(5)  Extraction and removal of material from a construction site.

(6)  Restoration of land to its prior condition following a flood. landslide or natural
disaster.

Gas and Fuel, Wholesale. The use of land tor bulk storage and wholesale distribution of
2.500 or more gallons of lammable liguid. or 2.000 or more gallons (water capacity) of
flammable gas. This use excludes below-ground storage that is clearly accessory to the
principal use on the site.

Heliport or Helipad. An arca used for landing or take-oft of helicopters. including all of
the area or buildings that are appropriate to accomplish these functions. including
refueling.

Junkyard. This usc includes commercial storage (except in a lully-enclosed building with
an impervious floor) of: a vehicle. equipment or machinery that is not actively being
repaired (including an automobile. motorey cle. boat. truck. or tractor): part of a vehicle: or
scrap metal not being prepared for recy cling.

Manufacturing and Processing.

Manufacturing and processing include uses deseribed in this Section.

(1) An establishment engaged in the manufacture. predominantly from previously
prepared materials, of finished products or parts. including: processing.
fabrication. assembly. treatment. and packaging of such products: and incidental
storage. sales and distribution of such products. Ty pical uses include:

~3
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(1)

0

(k)

(A) Garment manufacture

(B) Food processing and beverage bottling

(C) Large-scale baking

(D) Woodworking and cabinetmaking

(E) Machining. sheet metal work, welding

(F)  Dry cleaning and laundry services for customers who drop-off and pick-
up at a different location

(G) Electronics assembly

(H) Pharmaceuticals

(I)  Printing and publishing

(2) A facility designed and used for receiving. separating. storing. converting.
baling or processing non-hazardous recyclable materials that are not intended
for disposal. The use may include construction debris recycling or other
intensive recycling processes such as chipping and mulching.

Microbrewery. A facility for the production and packaging of malt beverages of low
alcoholic content for retail or wholesale distribution and with a capacity of not more than
6.000.000 12-ounce bottles per year. The development may include other uses such as a
general restaurant or evening entertainment as otherwise permitted in the zoning district.
Seaport. Marine terminals and cargo handling facilities. including bulk fuel storage at the
port area. ferry terminals. commercial moorage facilities. and commercial passenger
terminals.

Warehousing and General Wholesaling.

(1) An establishment primarily engaged in the storage of materials. equipment. or
products within a building for manufacturing use or for distribution to
wholesalers or retailers. as well as activities involving significant movement
and storage of products or equipment. Typical uses include

(A) Motor freight transportation

(B) Moving and storage facilities

(C) Cold storage

(D) Warehousing or dead storage facilities

(2)  An cstablishment primarily engaged in the display. storage. distribution and sale
of goods to other firms for resale. but excluding gas and fuel.

(3)  This use does not include self-service storage facilities. office—warchouse
combinations or wholesaling outlets whose appearance resembles a retail or
office use.

Section 414 Utility Uses

Utility uses include:

(a)

(b)

Communication Tower, Standard. AM/FM radio. television. microwave, digital or
cellular telephone transmission or reception towers. and accessory equipment and
buildings. that are not designed to be stealth towers. The height requirement for each
Zoning District shall be applied.

Communication Tower, Stealth. Commercial transmission and reception towers and
accessory equipment and buildings designed to appear like trees. flag poles, or similar
uses. or those that are designed to be an integral part of another permitted structure such as
an existing building. water tower, church steeple. These towers shall not be situated on
building rooftops unless screened from public view using decorative materials approved by
the Administrator. The distance between each towers shall be a minimum of 250ft. The
total height of the tower from ground level shall not exceed 40ft or the height requirement
for the zoning district. whichever is less.
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(c)

(d)

(c)

(0

th)

Energy Facility, Nonrenewable. The use of land for generation of power for commercial
purposes from a nonrenewable energy resource. This shall not include on-site power
generation for a specific business which shall be classified as an accessony use and meet
any requirements related to the principal use.

Energy Facility, Renewable. The use of land for generation of power for commercial
purposes from a renewable energy resource. This use shall not include a small wind
energ) system which shall be treated as an accessony use and meet any requirements
related 1o the principal use,

Sanitary Landfill. A disposal faciliny employing an engineered method of disposing ot
solid waste on land in a manner that miimizes environmental hazards.

Transfer station. A publicly owned or franchised facility designed and used for collecting
and temporarily storing organic or recy clable material and/or household solid. non-
hazardous waste.

Utility, Minor. Elements ol utihty distribution. collection. or transmission networks that
are required by their nature to be relatively dispersed throughout the service arca. Typical
uses include: substations: transtormers. water towers and tanks: and sewage lift stations.
Water or Wastewater Plant. Central treatment sy stem for drinking water or wastewater.

Section 415 Temporary Uses

(a)

(b)

(c)

Temporary use means a use:
(1)  Established for a lixed period of time:
(2)  With the intent to discontinue such use upon the expiration of such time and:
(3)  That does not involve the construction or alteration of a permanent structure.
A temporary use does not include:
(1) A garage or rummage sale not exceeding 14 days (2 weeks) per event

(2) A contractor’s office. equipment storage shed. or portable lavatory on the site of

a permitted active construction project
(3) A special event for a period not exceeding 28 days (4 weeks)
Temporary uses include:

(1) Special Event lor a period exceeding 28 dayvs (4 weeks). This event may
include. but is not limited to. outdoor concert. auction. fiesta. carnival. outdoor
religious meeting. rodeo. special entertainment at a commercial property . and
bake sale. Included is a profit or nonprofit group that travels around with the
event o ditferent communities. and a commercial operation that provide
additional outdoor entertainment for their patrons.

(2)  Roadside Merchandise Stand. A temporary structure or vehicle used for the
sale of locally grown produce. locally caught fish. souvenirs. beverages. snacks.
or locally made handicrafis.

(3)  Video or Movie Production. This is a temporary structure or vehicle used in
the production ol either commercial video or motion picture films.

(4)  Construction Materials Yard/ Staging areas. This is an area for the
temporary off=site storage of construction materials for a permitted building
development or public facility.

(5)  Temporary Batch Plant. This is a batch plant for asphalt or conerete for a
public or private construction project. A temporary batch plant shall only be
permitted to operate for 45 days. An applicant may seek an extension of the 45
day time limit from the Zoning Administrator for good cause shown.

The Zoning Administrator shall:
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Article 4

minimize noise nuisance by limiting the hours of operation. as
appropriate:

Locate the plant as far from residential areas as is feasible:

limit the height of any structure to the minimum height necessary
for effective operation: ;

limit ground visibility of stored equipment and materials: and
minimize dust and debris at the site.
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0 ZONING DISTRICTS:
11

12

13

14 1) Agricultural

15 2) Rural

16 3) Village Residential
17 4) Village Commercial
18 5) Mixed Commercial
19 6) Industrial

20 7) Garapan Core

2 8) Garapan East

” 9) Beach Road

2; 10) Tourist Resort

24 11) Public Resource

12) Adult Business Park
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Article 5. Zoning District Purposes and Requirements

Section 501 Purpose and Applicability

(@) The purpose of this Section is 10 describe the requirements specific to each zoning district.

(b) Development shall meet the requirements specific 1o the district(s) within which it lies as
well as the other proyisions of this Law. In the case of contradictony provisions. the Board
will determine which shall apply

Section 502 Agricultural (AG) Zoning District

(a) Purpose. This district preserves and encourages agriculural self-sufTiciency by presen ing
and protecting arcas with high quality agricultural soils and associated characteristics.

(b)  Allowed Uses. U'ses allowed in the Agriculwral Zoning District (AG) are indicated in
Section 404.

(€} Accessory Uses. Uses not listed that the Board finds to be substantially similar in
character. function and impact to the primary uses.

(d) Bulk and Dimensional Requirements

(1)  Residential: See Section 602.

{(2) Nonresidential

(A) Lot area and width: None.

(B)  Front. side and rear yard setbacks: Three (3) feet. except a sethack of 50 fi
shall be required when abutting a VR zoning district.

(C) Height (max): 48 fi.

(¢) Site Design Requirements. Site design requirements of Section 605 to Section 606 do not
apply unless the Board determines that the proposed improvement would create a
significant adverse impact.

()  Building Design Requirements. Building design requirements of Section 604 do not
apply unless the Board determines that the proposed improvement would create a
signiticant adverse impacl.

(2) Lamdscaping Requirements.

(1) The landscaping requirements of Article 8 do not apply.

(2)  An intensive agricultural activity within 200 fi of a property zoned anything but
Agricultural or Industrial. including properties separated by a public street. shall
be screened with at least 20 fi of Type A screening or 50 ft of type C screening
as described in Section 804,

(h)  Other Requirements. Met all other requirements of this Law. gxcept as they contradict the
provisions of this Section.

Section 503 Beach Road (BR) Zoning District

(a) Purpose. The purpose of the Beach Road Zoning District (BR) is to provide for high-
quality commercial and residential uses that benefit from a location across the street from a

beach

(b) Allowed Uses. Uses allowed in the Beach Road Zoning District (BR) are indicated in
Section 404

(¢)  Accessory Uses. Uses not listed that the Board finds to be substantially similar in
character. function and impact 1o the primary uses.
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(d) Bulk and Dimensional Requirements (residential and nonresidential)

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

Lot area (min): 500 sm.

Lot width (min): 50 fi.

Front yard setback: Buildings shall be set back sufficiently to allow a 6-foot-
wide sidewalk with a 6-foot-wide planting strip. If possible, the sidewalk and
landscaped strip will be located on public ROW

(see Figure 1),

Rear vard setback (min): 15 fi.

Side vard setback (min): 5 fi.

Height. The maximum height of a structure in the district shall be 33 25 ft. with
the following exception. The maximum height may be increased to six stories
(70 ft max) if at least one third of the street [rontage facing Beach Road and the
side yvard are left vacant (see Figure 2)

(e) Site Design

(1)

(2)

Intent

(A)  To upgrade the quality of the western beach area.

(B) To enhance the streetscape by minimizing the amount of driveway and
parking areas visible from the street and sidewalk.

(C) To enhance the appearance of highly visible sites.

Requirements

(A) Anticle 9 parking and road access requirements shall apply except that
accessing more than one stall per property directly from Beach Road is
prohibited (no head-in parking directly from Beach Road).

(B) A project fronting on Beach Road shall include the construction of a
sidewalk at least 6 ft wide and Type B landscaping (see Section 804)
between the sidewalk and a street. The project shall also include the
installation of street lights. The walk. lights and plantings shall meet the
Board’s and Department of Public Works™ specifications.

() Building Design Requirements

(h

(2)

Intent
(A) To create an attractive visual experience in traveling on Beach Road and
the beach walk.
(B) To make businesses inviting.
(C)  To upgrade the area’s visual image and make it attractive for higher quality
residential and commercial development
Requirements
(A) A building fronting Beach Road shall feature cither a pedestrian-oriented
facade (sct definition in Article | and example in Figure 3) or Type B
landscaping (see Section 804) between the sidewalk and building.
(B) A residential unit located on the ground floor shall be elevated at least 3 fi
above the sidewalk or set back from the public ROW at least 10 fit in order
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to protect the privacy of the residents.
(g) Landscaping Design
(1) Intent. To mitigate the appearance of parking lots on the streetscape.
(2)  Requirements
I'vpe B landscaping (see Section 804) at least 340 11 wide shall be
provided between a public right-of-way and a parking area or outdoor
storage or sales (see Figure 4)

(h) Residential Requirements
(1) Intent. To ensure that zoning districts located primarily in tourist-concentrated
arcas provide a neat and inviting appearance to those guests who support the
tourism industry in the Commonwealth. These requirements shall be in addition to
all other requirements for residential structures contained in this Law.
(2) Requirements
(A) Any outside trash bins and dumpsters shall be screened with a six (6) foot
wood or concrete screen. The screen will provide wide-swinging doors so
that the dumpster can be accessed by a disposal service.
(B) Fences in front vards shall be limited to a height of four (4) feet.
(C) Fences within view of the public may not be constructed of chain link.
(D) Storage areas shall be maintained only in the rear vard. They must be kept
out of view from the general public.
(i) Other Requirements. Mcet all other requirements of this Law. except as they contradict
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Change visual and
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Figure 1. Hlustration of setback to allow construction of a sidewalk and planting strip
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Figure 2. lllustration of building height options for the Beach Road Zoning District

Figure 3. Hllustration of requirements for a pedestrian-oriented facade
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Figure 4. Hlustration of requirements for landscaping between a street and parking lot

Section 504 Garapan East (GE) Zoning District

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

Purpose. The primary purpose of the Garapan East District (GE) is to provide for a broad
mix of retail. office. professional service and residential activities that enhance the lives of
island residents and support tourist based activities in Garapan’s core,
Allowed Uses. Uses allowed in the Garapan East Zoning District (GE) are indicated in
Section 404,
Accessory Uses. Uses not listed that the Board finds 1o be substantially similar in
character. function and impact.”
Bulk and Dimensional Requirements (residential and nonresidential)
(1) Lot area and width: None
(2)  Setbacks. No setbacks are required in the district except to provide sidewalk
space as noted below in this Section. However. the applicant shall demonstrate
there is sufficient space for trade and service areas. parking. and other outdoor
activities necessary on the site.
(3)  Height. The maximum height of structures in the district shall be 55 fi, with the
following exception: The maximum building height may be raised 1o 70 ft if
the building includes structured parking and if at least one third of the street
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frontage facing the public street are left vacant (sec Figure 2).

(¢} Site Design Requirements
(1Y Intent
(A) Toallow larger scale mixed use development in which the scale is
compatible with the Garapan Core and with surrounding neighborhoods.
(B)  To enhance the streetscape by minimizing the amount of drivew ay and
parking areas visible from the street.
(C)  To enhance the appearance of highly visible sites.
(D) To ensure that proximate uses are visually and functionally compatible.
(E) Tocreate a physical attraction that provides a unique setting for the
community and supports visitor based activities in Garapan's core.
(2) Requirements for Pedestrian-Oriented Street Frontage
(A) No more than 50% of the linear street frontage for any development shall
be occupied by driveways and/or parking areas facing pedestrian-oriented
streets (see definitions in Article 1).
(B)  The ground floor of a building shall be set back sufficiently to allow a 6
fl-wide walkway. The walkway shall be constructed by the applicant.

(N Parking. The requirements of Article 9. shall apply except that parking lots shall not front
on or access from pedestrian-oriented streets unless the Board finds there is no feasible
alternative.

(g) Large Site Development Requirements. The provisions of Section 603 shall apply 1o all
lots and deyelopments of 5.000 sm or more in the Garapan Fast Zoning District,

(h) Building Design Reguircments

(1) Intent
(A) To encourage pedestrian activity.
(B) To make businesses inviting.
(C) To add comfort and interest to the pedestrian along the street front.

(2) A nonresidential building abutting a pedestrian-oriented street shall feature a

pedestrian-oriented facade (see definition in Article 1) or Type B landscaping
(see Section 804) between the sidewalk and building. The Board may waive this
requirement if' it finds that objectives of this Section would be better achieved if
the primary entry and facade of the building faces an open space. public
pathway svstem or other portion of the development.

(1) Landscaping Design Requirements

(1) Intent. To mitigate the appearance of parking lots and 1o improve the
downtown streetscape.
(2)  Requirements
(A) Type B landscaping (see Section 804) at least 46 ft wide shall be provided
between a public ROW and a parking area (see Figure 3).
(B) A new building shall provide landscaping to enhance the development and
-add greenery to Garapan. At least 2% of the property shall be landscaped
or at least 1 square foot of building planter area or planting for vines
provided for each linear foot of street frontage. The landscaping shall
include street trees no more than 30 ft on center with a planting strip or tree
wells as needed to maintain the trees. The trees shall be at least 2 caliper

47




) D -

4=

h

-~

9
i0
1l
12
13

14

Saipan Zoning Law of 2013 Article 5

(diameter. as measured 3° above grade).
(j) Residential Requirements
(1) Intent. To ensure that zoning districts located primarily in tourist~concentrated
areas provide a neat and inviting appearance to those guests who support the
tourism industry in the Commonwealth. These requirements shall be in addition to
all other requirements for residential structures contained in this Law.
(2) Requirements
(A) Any outside trash bins and dumpsters shall be screened with a six (6) foot
wood or concrete sereen. The sereen will provide wide-swinging doors so
that the dumpster can be accessed by a disposal service.
(B) Fences in front vards shall be limited to a height of four (4) feet.
(C) Fences within view of the public may not be constructed of chain link.
(D) Storage arcas shall be maintained only in the rear yard. They must be kept
out of view from the general public.
(k) Other Requirements. Meet all other requirements of this Law. except as they contradict
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| the provisions of this Section.
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8 Figure 5, Hlustration of requirements for landscaping between a street and parking lot

9
10
I Section 505 Garapan Core (GC) Zoning District
2 (a) Purpose. The primarny purpose of the Garapan Core Zoning District (GC) is to combine
13 business. cultural and civic activities into a cohesive community focal point that promotes
14 pedestrian usage.
15 (b) Allowed Uses. Uses allowed in the Garapan Core Zoning District (GC) are indicated in
16 Section 404.
17 (¢) Bulk and Dimensional Requirements (residential and nonresidential) i
18 (1) Lot area and width: None
19 (2)  Setbacks. No sctbacks are required in the district except to allow for a sidewalk
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| as described in Anticle 5 Section 505(d). However. the applicant shall
2 demonstrate there is sufficient space for trade and service areas. parking. and
3 other outdoor activities necessary on the site. Note that building safety code
4 setbacks shall still apply.
5 (3)  Height. The maximum height of structures in the district shall be 335 35 i with
6 the following exceptions:
7 (A)  The maximum height may be increased by 10 i for every stony of
8 structured parking.
9 (B) A permanent or semi-permanent canopy or shelter may be constructed
10 above the allowable height (see Figure 6) il approved by the Administrator
11 or the Board. The applicant shall present engineering drawings
I2 demonstrating that the structure will be safe and not pose a maintenance
3 problem. The intent of this provision is o encourage outdoor uses of
14 building roots and to shade roofs. thereby reducing thermal gain.
15 (d) Site Design Requirements
16 (1) Intent
17 (A) To upgrade the identity of downtown Garapan.
18 (B) To enhance the streetscape by minimizing the amount of driveway and
19 parking area visible from the street in downtown.
20 (C) To enhance the appearance of highly visible sites.
21 (2)  Pedestrian-Oriented Street Frontage
2 (A) The ground floor ol a building on pedestrian-oriented streets shall be set
23 back sufficiently to allow the construction of a 4 ft-wide walkway .
24 (B) Development of a new building shall include the construction of sidewalks
23 with street trees and/or lights to the Board’s specifications.
26 (¢) Building Design Requirements
X7 (1) Intent
28 (A) To encourage pedestrian activity downtown,
29 (B) To make businesses inviting.
3 (C) To add comfort and interest to the pedestrian along the street front.
31 (2) A building fronting on a public street shall feature a pedestrian-oriented
32 facade (see definition in Article 1).
33 (3) A residential unit located on the ground floor shall be elevated at least 3 fi
34 above the sidewalk or set back from the public ROW at least 10 ft in order to
33 protect the privacy of the residents.
36 (4)  Entry Loecations. Within the Garapan Core District. certain locations serve as
37 entry points into the district. Development of a property at an “Entry Location™
38 should include elements suggesting an entry or gateway. Examples include a
39 clock tower. turret. or other architectural feature. a Kiosk. a comer entry.
40 signage. landscaping. public art. or other feature that contributes to the
41 demarcation of the area. The Entry Locations are the intersections of:
42 (A) Micro Beach Road and Beach Road
43 (B) CPL. Derence Jack Rd. and Beach Road
44 (C) CPL. Derence Jack Rd. and Coral Tree Street
45 () Landscaping Design Requirements
46 (1) Intent. To mitigate the appearance of parking lots and to improve the
7 downtown streetscape.
48 (2) Requirements
49 (A) Type B landscaping (see Section 804) at least 4 ft wide shall be provided
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between a street and a parking lot (see Figure 8).

(B) A new building shall provide landscaping to enhance the development and
add greenery 1o Garapan. At least 2% of the property shall be landscaped
or at least | sf of building planter area or planting for vines provided for
cach lincar foot of street frontage. The landscaping shall include street
trees no more than 30 fi an center with a planting strip or tree wells as
needed to maintain the trees. The trees shall be at least 2 inches caliper
(diameter. as measured 3 1t above grade).

(¢) Residential Requirements
(1) Intent. To ensure that zoning districts located primarily in tourist-concentrated
arcas provide a neat and inviting appearance to those guests who support the
tourism industry in the Commonwealth. These requirements shall be in addition 1o
all other requirements for residential structures contained in this Law.
(2) Requirements
(A) Any outside trash bins and dumpsters shall be screened with a six (6) foot
wood or conerete sereen. The screen will provide wide-swinging doors so
that the dumpster can be accessed by a disposal service.
(B) Fences in front yards shall be limited 1o a height of four (4) feet.
(C) Fences within view of the public may not be constructed of chain link.
(D) Storage areas shall be maintained only in the rear vard. They must be kept
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out of view from the general public.
(h) Other Requirements. Meet all requirements of this Law. except as they contradict the

provisions of this Section.
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Figure 7. One example of building features for an entry location
One tree per
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Figure 8. Hlustrating requirements for landscaping between a street and parking lot
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Section 506 Industrial (IN) Zoning District

(a) Purpose. This district protects and promotes economic development by reserving and

protecting areas that have particular suitability for industry while controlling effects on
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adjoining communities.

(b) Allowed Uses. Uses allowed in the Industrial Zoning District are indicated in Section 4044,

(c) Accessory Uses. Uses not listed that the Board finds to be substantially similar in
character. function and impact 1o the primary uses.

(d) Bulk and Dimensional Requirements,

(1)Front vard setback: Three (3) feet.

(2)Side vard setbacks: Three (3) feet.

(3)Rear vard setback:  Three (3) feet.

(Height: (max) 50 feet. It may be increased up to 9011 if adjoining lot is an
Any building safety code setbacks. that are greater than three (3) feet. shall take
precedent.

(¢) Site Design Requirements, Site design requirements of Section 605 to Section 606 do not
apply unless the Board determines that the proposed development would create significant
adverse impacts.

()  Building Design Requirements. Building design requirements of Section 604 do not
apply.

(z) Landscaping Requirements

(1) The landscaping requirements of Article 8 apply unless they conflict with
provisions of this Section,

(2)  Land shall not be paved unless there is a demonstrated need or identified use for
such a pavement.

(3)  An industrial usc. including a storage vard. parking. or chain link fence shall be
screened from an arterial street with a strip. at least +6-3 ft wide. of Type A B
landscapiyg of a~tip-at lea~ 201 wideof Iype C landscaping as described
Secton -t

(4)  An industnal use. including storage and parking. abutting a property zoned
Village Commercial or Village Residential shall be screened with at least 10 fi
of Type A landscaping or 20 ft of type C landscaping as described in Section
804.

(h) Other Requirements. Meet all requirements of this Law. except as they contradict the
provisions of this Section.

Section 507 Mixed Commercial (MC) Zoning District

(a) Purpose. This district provides for a broad spectrum of commercial development that
requires a moderate to high level of vehicular access and for low to moderate density
residential development

(b) Allowed Uses. Uses allowed in the Mixed Commercial (MC) Zoning District are indicated
in Section 404.

(¢c) Accessory Uses. Uses not listed that the Board finds to be substantially similar to the
primany uses in character. function and impact.

(d) Bulk and Dimensional Requirements

(1) Residential: Sce Scction 602,
(2) Nonresidential:
(A) Lot area (min): 500 sm.
(B) Lot width (min): 30 fi.
(C) Front and side vard setback: A three (3) foot building setback shall apply
for front and side vards. Additional setback may be required for the
construction of a sidewalk as described in Article 5. Section 507(e)2).

n
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The applicant shall demonstrate there is sutficient space for trade and
service areas. parking. and other outdoor activities necessary on the site.
Note that any building safety code setbacks. that are greater than three (3)
feet. shall take precedent.

(D) Rear vard setback (min) 20 ft.

(L) Height (max): 48-ftexcept-heights-up-to-60-4-may-be aHowed-with-a{ront:

side—and-rear-vard-setback-of30-4  1he maximum height of structures in the
district shall be 55 ft. with the following exception: The maximum building
height may be raised to 70 ft_if the building includes structured parking and if
at Icasl ong third of the street frontage facing the public street are left vacant

(e) l.andscapmg Requlremems

{th

(=)

(3)

The landscaping requirements of Article 8 apphy unless they conflict with
provisions of this Section.

Construct a sidewalk at least 6 it wide and a curb with street trees spaced no
more than 30 1t on center and a planting strip or tree wells as needed to
maintain the trees. The trees shall be at least 27 caliper (diameter. as measured
3" above grade). The walk. curb. and plantings shall be according to the Zoning
Board's and Department of Public Works™ specifications.

Type A or B landscaping (Section 804) at least 46 t wide shall be provided
between a public right-of way and a parking arca.

Other Requirements. Mecet all other requirements of this Law. except as they contradict the
provisions of this Section.

Section 508 Public Resource (PR) Zoning District

(a) Purpose. 1his district is intended to protect government-owned lands. or private lands on
request. that need special management due to their unique historic. health and safety.
cultural. or ecological value or sensitivity. including:

(1
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5
(6)
(N
(8)
(9)

(10)

National parks

CNMI parks

Trails

Beaches

Public muscums and cultural centers

Major public tourist destination sites

Public war memorials

Public land arcas of exceptional archacological. historic or cultural value
Ecologic resources such as habitat and wetlands

Health and safety resources such as stormwater conveyances and water supplies

(b) Allowed uses arc indicated in Section 404, These arcas should be developed in accordance
with adopted management plans. Where no such plan is available. development should not
have significant adverse impacts to the public resources in question,

(c) Accessory uses. lses necessary for the maintenance and enhancement of the public

I
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(d)

(H)

(h)

resources including caretaker residences. maintenance and security facilities. etc.
Bulk and Dimensional Requirements:

(1)Front yard setback: Three (3) feet.
(2)Side yard setbacks: Three (3) feet.
(3)Rear vard scthack:  Three (3) feet.
(4)Height: (max) 48 feet.

Any building safety code setbacks. that are greater than three (3) feet. shall wake
precedent.
Site Design Requirements

(h

(2)

Site design requirements of Section 605 and Section 606 apply unless they
conflict with provisions ol this Section,

I'he Board shall review all proposals with respect to their short and long term
impact on the specific resources on the site. The Board may place additional
conditions on any project 1o ensure that the public resources are conserved.

Marpi Area - Greater Planning Review. Some permitted uses within the Public
Resources Zoning District are direetly prohibited north of Tanko Drive/Rakka
Drive/Chalan Matuis Drive ( Map Sheets 5 & 7 ) due to the sensitivity of the Marpi area as
a sanctuary and its importance as a tourist attraction ( See Section 404. Table 1 ).

Building Design Requirements

(n

Building design requirements of Section 604 apply unless they conflict with
provisions of this Section.

The Board will review all proposals with respect to the design and construction
quality of all buildings in the PR zoning district to ensure that the quality and
character of the development is consistent with the nature of the public
resource.

Other Requirements. Meet all requirements of this Law. except as they contradict the
provisions of this Section.

Section 509 Rural (RU) Zoning District

(a) Purpose. This district is intended to:

(n

2)

(3)

(4)
(3)
(6)
(7)

Maintain rural character and control development sprawl:

Minimize the economic burden on the public of providing remote arcas with
public services. such as fire suppression. law enforcement, utilities, and
recreation:

Avoid danger to human health and safety in areas of extreme slopes, flood-
prone areas. landslide. land movement or subsidence. or the effects of flooding
or siltation on downhill properties:

Preserve scenic views:

Preserve arcas for alternative energy development. such as wind farms:
Prevent pollution of ¢ritical groundwater resources: and

Prevent the loss of threatened or endangered species or their essential habitat.

(b) Allowed Uses. Uses allowed in the Rural (RU) Zoning District are indicated in Section 404

(¢)

Table 1.

Accessory Uses. Uses not listed that the Board finds to be substantially similar in

0
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character. function and impact to the primary uses.
(d) Bulk and Dimensional Requirements
(1) Residential requirements are listed in Section 602.
(2)  Nonresidential requirements are as follows:

(A) Lot area (min) 4.000 sm.

(B) Lot width (mmn) 200 f1.

(C)  Tront yard setback (min) 50 fi

(D) Side yard sctback (min) 50 fi

(1) Rear vard setback (min) 30 fi.

(F)  Height tmax): 48 33 fi:- The maximum building height may be raised 1o 80
fi if the building includes structured parking and employs 2 or more view
corridors measuring at least 20% of the property *s front yard width.

(¢) Landscaping. The landscaping requirements of Article 8 apply except that healthy trees
with a trunk diameter greater than 12 inches measured 4 ft above grade shall not be
removed unless necessany for development of the proposed structure and site
improvements. {he Board shall allow removal of unhealthy trees or trees that
demonstrably present a hazard. All reasonable measures should be taken to retain existing
native vegetation unless there is a compelling reason to the contrary.

(f) Marpi Area - Greater Planning Review. Some permitted uses within the Rural Zoning
District are directly prohibited north of Tanko Drive/Rakka Drive/Chalan Matuis Drive
( Map Sheets 5 & 7 ) due to the sensitivity of the Marpi area as a sanctuary and its
importance as a tourist attraction ( See Section 404. Table | ).

(2) Other Requirements. Meet all requirements of this Law. except as they contradict the
provisions of this Section.

Section 510 Tourist Resort (TR) Zoning District

(a) Purpose. This district provides for tourist and resort uses and services and a full range of
services and housing for employees.
(b) Allowed Uses. Uses allowed in the Tourist Resort Zoning District (TR) are indicated in
Section 404,
(c) Accessory Uses. Uses not listed thai the Board finds to be substantially similar in
character. function and impact to the primary uses.
(d) Bulk and Dimensional Regnirements
(1) Residential: requirements are listed in Section 602.
(2)  Nonresidential requircments are as follows:

(A) Lot area (min): 500 sm.

(B) Lot width (min): 50 fi.

(C) Front. side and rear vard setback (min): Same as for Beach Road zoning
district except that buildings over 48 ft high shall be set back from the
boundary ol a VR zoning district by a distance at least equal to their
height.

(D) Rear yard setback (min): 15 fi.

(L) Height (max): 160 fi.

(¢) Site Design Requirements
(1) Public Shoreline Access

(A) Development of properties fronting directly on a shoreline shall leave a
view corridor of open land with a width of a1 least 20% of the property
width parallel to the shoreline or 30 fi wide. whichever is less, where the
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shoreline will be visible from a public right of way.

(B) The developer shall include a publicly accessibie trail at least 6 ft wide
from a public ROW to the shoreline.

(C) The Board may consider and approve alternate means of providing
physical and visual public access to the shoreline. such as a collective
access trail between two properties. enhancing a neighboring street end.
ete: provided that the public access measures provide comparable public
shoreline access. as determined by the Board.

(2)  Parking. A parking lot or driveway access point shall not be located adjacent 10
a street intersection unless the Board determines there is no feasible alternative.,

(3) Large Site Development Requirements. [he provisions of Section 605 shall
apply to all lots and dev clopments of 5.000 sm or more in the Tourist Resort
zoning district.

(f) Landscaping Requirements

(1) The landscaping requirements of Article 8 apply unless they conflict with
provisions of this Section.

(2)  Construct a sidewalk at least 6 {t wide and a curb with sireet trees spaced no
more than 30 [T on center and a planting strip or tree wells as needed to
maintain the trees. The trees shall be at least 2 inch caliper (diameter, as
measured 3 1t above grade). The walk. curb. and plantings shall be according to
the Zoning Board’s and Department of Public Works™ specifications.

(3)  Type A or B landscaping (Section 804) at least 6 ft wide shall be provided
between a public right-of way and a parking arca.

(¢) Residential Requirements
(1) Intent. To ensure that zoning districts located primarily in tourist-concentrated
areas provide a neat and inviting appearance 1o those guests who support the
tourism industry in the Commonwealth. These requirements shall be in addition to
all other requirements for residential structures contained in this Law.

(2) Requirements

(A) Any outside trash bins and dumpsters shall be screened with a six (6) foot
wood or concrete screen.  The sereen will provide wide-swinging doors so
that the dumpster can be accessed by a disposal service.

(B) Fences in front yards shall be limited to a height of four (4) feet.

(C) Fences within view of the public may not be constructed of chain link.

(D) Storage areas shall be maintained only in the rear yard. They must be kept
out of view from the general public.

(h) Other Requirements. Mect all requirements of this Law. except as they contradict the
provisions of this Section. ;

Section 511 Village Commercial (VC) Zoning District

(a) Purpose. This district provides basic commercial services to adjoining residential
communities and accommuodates low to medium density residential development,
Development in this district is intended to be compatible with the pedestrian and family-
friendly character of nearby residential neighborhoods.

(b) Allowed Uses. Uses allowed in the Village Commercial Zoning District (VC) are indicated
in Section 404.

(¢) Accessory Uses. Uses not listed that the Board finds to be substantially similar in
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character. function and impact to the primary uses.
(d) Bulk and Dimensional Requirements
(1) Residential requirements: sce Section 602.
(2)  Nonresidential requirements:
(A) Lot area (min): 500 sm
(B) Lot width (min): 50 i
(C) Front yard setback (min): 10 fi
(D) Side yard sethack (min): None. except 15 11 is required if the side yvard
adjoins a VR zoning district.
(1) Rear vard setback (min): None. except 25 i is required if the rear yard
adjoins a VR zoning district.
(F)  Height (max): 4832 (i plus an additional 10 ft for structured parking.
(¢} Site Design Requirements

(1) Sue design requirements of Article 6 apply unless they conflict with provisions
of this Section.

(2)  The ground floor of buildings shall be set back sufficiently to allow an 8 fi-wide
sidewalk 10 be constructed by the developer.

() Landscaping Requirements

(1) The landscaping requirements of Article 8 apply unless they conflict with
provisions of this Section.

(2)  Construct a sidewalk at least 6 1t wide and a curb with street trees spaced no
more than 30 fi on center and a planting strip or tree wells as needed to
maintain the trees. The trees shall be at least 2 inch caliper (diameter. as
measured 3 1 above grade). The walk, curb. and plantings shall be according to
the Zoning Board’s and Department of Public Works™ specifications.

(3)  Type A or B landscaping (see Section 804) at least 46 ft wide shall be provided
between a public right-of way and a parking area.

(2) Other Requirements. Mcet all requirements of this Law. except as they contradict the
provisions of this Section.

Section 512 Village Residential (VR) Zoning District

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this district is 10 promote a residential community enyironment
that is quiet. safe. and family and pedestrian-friendly.

(b) Allowed Uses. Uses allowed in the Village Residential Zoning District (VR) are indicated
in Section 404.

(¢) Accessory Uses. Uses not listed that the Board finds to be substantially similar in
character. function and impact to the primary uses.

(d) Bulk and Dimensional Requirements.

(1) Residential requirements. See Section 602.

(2)  Nonresidential requirements. Same as for the Village Commercial Zoning
District.

(¢) Sign and Lighting Requirements. Adhere to requirements of Article 10 except that
commercial signs are not permitted in the VR zoning district. Provided. that a home
business is permitted one non-electric sign no larger than 6 sq fi.

() Landscaping Requirements,

(1) Single family dwelling. townhouse. duplex. mobile home. Provide street trees
spaced no more than 30 fi on center. The trees shall be at least 2 inch caliper

v
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(diameter, as measured 3 [ above grade).
(2) Residential uses not included in subsection ()(1) of this section and all
nonresidential uses. Same as for Village Commercial Zoning District,
(2) Other Requirements. Meet all requirements of this Law. except as they contradict the
5 provisions of this Section.

] (a) anWmMewmmmmm

O S

10
11
12
13 . ; . = v
14 Bus&ness@»eﬂa«—éemae&s&r%wﬁhma Adult Business Park Zoning Distriet

15 (o) Esinblishmentof ABO-Districts—tHhe Board ~habrocomiend-estebhshiment ot opeor
16 more-ABO-Districts.

17 }
18
19
20
21

)

23

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
3l
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

60



Saipan Zoning Law of 2013 Article 5

catile of light on-the-parkinge surface and or walkway —Fhis-required lighting

maeﬂ%lkwm4wommmm
(g) bngn-l)eugn—keqmmenu
S&gﬂﬁeﬂdﬂ}buwﬁmnhﬂ#ﬁeeﬂ#ﬁg«%ﬂh%%ﬂ&#@mpwﬁ{m

61




16

18
19
20
21

k)

Saipan Zoning Law of 2013

This page left blank

=
(V]

Article 5



Saipan Zoning Law of 2013

Article 12. Nonconformities and Public Nuisances
Section 1201 Purpose

(a)

(b)

()

Existing uses were established on Saipan before this Law was adopted or amended that
now do not meet the requirements of this Law. There are four Kinds of nonconformities:
uses. structures. lots. and signs. The purpose and intent of this article is 1o regulate and
limit the continued existence of the nonconforming uses.

Itis the intent of this Law 1o permit these nonconformities 1o continue. until they are
removed. but not to encourage their survival, except under the limited circumstances
established in this Article. 1t is further the intent of this Law that improvements in
nonconformities shall not be permitted. To preserve the integrity of this Law. the
provisions of this Article are designed to discourage substantial investment in
nonconformities.

I'his Article also chiminates public nuisance uses that are inconsistent with the character of
the area and that may offer varying degrees of public nuisance or hazard to the surrounding
community.

Section 1202 Registration of Nonconformities.

(a)

(b)

As soon as reasonably possible after the effective date of this Law. the Administrator shall
develop a register of all nonconforming uses. structures. and signs.

The burden of establishing that a nonconforming use. structure. or sign is permissible, as
defined by this Law. shall be on the owner of the nonconforming use. structure, or sign and
not on the Commonw ealth.

Section 1203 Nonconforming Uses

(a)

(b)

(<)

Continuance of Nonconforming Uses. Nonconforming uses are declared generally
incompatible with this Law. Existing nonconforming uses may continue only in
accordance with the provisions of this Section. The Board shall determine whether
eliminating. or expediting climination of. a nonconforming use is reasonable and may
provide for amortization schedules for elimination.

Enlargement or Expansion. A nonconforming use shall not be enlarged or expanded in
arca occupied or in the volume of the structure except pursuant to this Section. Except. a
nonconforming use may be enlarged in an area of the same structure which was built for
such use prior to the date the use became nonconforming.

Discontinuance or Abandonment. I’ a nonconforming use is discontinued or abandoned
for a period of more than 6 consecutive months. then such use may not be re-established or
resumed. Government delay that caused discontinuance or abandonment shall toll the
running of this period.

Section 1204 Nonconforming Structures and Conforming Structures with

(a)

Nonconforming Uses
Continuance of Nonconforming Structures. A nonconforming structure devoted to a use
permitted in the zoning district in which it was located at the time of its construction may
be continued only in accordance with this Section. The Board shall determine whether
eliminating. or expediting elimination of. a nonconforming structure is reasonable and may
provide for amortization schedules for elimination.

12
"

Article 12




Saipan Zoning Law of 2013 Article 12

| (b) Maintenance or Repair of Nonconforming Structures. Normal maintenance or repair to
2 permit continuation of a nonconforming structure may be performed. The volume of the
3 structure existing as of the date it became nonconforming shall not be increased.
4 (¢) Maintenance or Repair of Structures with Nonconforming Uses. Normal maintenance
3 or repair of structures where nonconforming uses are located may be performed.
6 {d) Relocation. A conforming structure housing a nonconforming use shall not be moved in
7 whole or in part unless the relocation of the nonconforming use decreases the
8 nonconformity . A nonconforming structure shall not be moved except to a location where
9 it will meet all the requirements of this Law.
10 (¢) Enlargement or Expansion. A nonconforming structure shall not be enlarged or
I expanded. except with a permit and in conformity with the Law,
12 (1) Damage and Restoration of a Nonconforming Structure
3 (1) When a nonconforming structure is damaged. it may be reconstructed provided:
14 (A) Itis reconstructed within 6 months of the damage:
13 (B) The scope of the use is not increased: and
16 (Cy  The cost does not exceed 60% of the cost of reproducing the structure.
17 (2)  Ifa nonconforming structure is damaged and the cost of repair exceeds 60% of
18 the cost of reproducing the structure. the building shall be demaolished unless it
19 can be rebuilt as a conforming structure.
20 (2) Damage and Restoration of a Structure Housing a Nonconforming Use
21 (1) When a conforming structure that houses a nonconforming use is damaged., the
22 nonconforming use may continue provided:
3 (A) The structure is reconstructed and used as before within 6 consecutive
24 months of the damage: and
25 (B)  The cost of repairs does not exceed 60% of the cost of reproducing the
26 structure.
27 (2)  Ifaconforming structure that houses a nonconforming use is damaged and the
28 cost of repairs exceeds 60% of the cost of reproducing the structure. then such
290 use may not be continued. re-established. or resumed.
30 (3)  Continuation of the nonconforming use after damage shall otherwise be
31 prohibited.
32 (h) Unsafe Because of maintenance — Nonconforming Structure. 11" a nonconforming
33 structure is declared to be physically unsafe or unlaw ful due to the lack of repairs or
34 maintenance. it shall be demolished and subscguent development and use shall meet the
335 requirements of this Law. This requirement shall apply to all or part of any nonconforming
36 structure and to all or part of any conforming structure containing a nonconforming use.
37 (i) Unsafe Because of Maintenance — Conforming Structure with a Nonconforming Use.
38 I’ a nonconforming structure or porifon containing a nonconforming use becomes
39 physically unsafe or unlaw ful due to the lack of repairs or maintenance. the use shall be
40 terminated.
41 Section 1205 Nonconforming Lots
42 (a) Development on a nonconforming lot shall not be permitted unless it meets the
43 requirements of this Section.
44 (b) Homestead Lot. A homestead nonconforming lot that was a lot of record (see Article 1) as
45 of the effective date of this Law may be developed only if:
46 (1) It meets the current requirements for sewage disposal and water supply.
47 including those of CUC, DEQ. and BEH:
48 (2) It meets the requirements of the Department of Public Lands: and
49
50
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(<)

(3) It meets the front. side. and rear yard requirements listed in Section 602 and
Section 603 or a variance is approved.
Private Lot. A non-homestead nonconforming lot that was a lot of record (see Article 1)
as of the effective date of this Law may only be developed if it meets the front. side. and
rear yard requirements listed in Section 602 and Section 603 or a variance is approved.

Section 1206 Nonconforming Signs

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(N

(g)

Continuance of a Nonconforming Sign.

A nonconforming sign. except a banner sign. that was otherwise law ful on the effective

date of this Law may be continued. The Board shall determine whether eliminating. or

expediting elimination of. a nonconforming sign is reasonable and may provide for
amortization schedules for elimination.

Nonconforming Sign Not Altered. No person may cause an increase in the extent of

nonconformity of a nonconforming sign. Hlumination shall not be added 10 a non-

conforming sign.

Moving or Replacing a Nonconforming Sign. A nonconforming sign may not be moved

or replaced. except to bring the sign into conformity with this Law.

Damage to a Nonconforming Sign. If a nonconforming sign is destroyed by natural

causes. it may not thereafier be repaired. reconstructed. or replaced. A nonconforming sign

is "destroyed” if the cost of repairing the sign 1o its former condition is greater than 25% of
the cost of replacing it.

Changing Message of a Nonconforming Sign. The message of a nonconforming sign

may be changed so long as this does not create a new nonconformity (for example. by

creating an ofl-premise sign).

Repair and Renovation of a Nonconforming Sign.

(1) Subject to the other provisions of this Section. a nonconforming sign may be
repaired and renovated so long as the cost of such work does not exceed, within
a 12 month period. 50% of the value of such sign. A permit shall be required for
repair or renovation. Proof of value shall be required as a condition to receive
the permit.

(2) A nonconforming can sign shall only be repaired or replaced with a display that
has lit letters or graphics and an opaque background (instead of a white
background with dark letters or graphics).

Abandonment of a Sign

(1) Ifanonconforming sign, other than a billboard. advertises a use that is no
longer operating. that sign shall be considered abandoned and shall be remoyed
immediately.

(2)  If a nonconforming billboard remains blank for a continuous period of 90 days.
that billboard shall be deemed abandoned and shall be immediately removed.
For purposes of this Section. a billboard is "blank" if:

(A) It advertises a business. service. commodity. accommaodation. attraction. or
other enterprise or activity that is no longer operating:

(B) The advertising message it displays becomes illegible in whole or
substantial part: or

(C) The advertising copy paid for by a party other than the sign owner or that
promotes an interest. other than the rental of the sign, has been removed.

S
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Section 1207 Nonconforming Adult Businesses

(a)

(b)

(c)

Any legally established Adult Business that is located anywhere outside of an Aduh
Business Overlay District or an Adult Business Park District as of the date either such
district is first established shall be considered a nonconforming use.
Any legally established Adult Business that does not conform to the requirements of
Seetten-313-and-Seetion-344- of the law shall be considered a nonconforming use. Within
182 days (26 weehs) of the effective date of this Law. all nonconforming Adult Businesses
shall be made to conform to the provisions of the requirements of Avticle-5-Section S13¢H
and-Article-5-Seetton-H3 e kthe law.
Within 364 days (52 wecks) of establishment of an Adult Business Overlay District or an
Adult Business Park District. all nonconforming Adult Businesses shall either be
discontinued or made to conform to the provisions of this Law. However, the Board may
approve an extension to allow for amortization of the business investment in leaseholds or
leaschold improvements. Any request for extension shall be submitted in writing at least 91
daxs (13 weehs) prior to the expiration of the oniginal 364 day (52 week) period and shall
be supported by such information as may be required by the Board. The Board may grant
an extension upon finding the following:
(1) The use. il continued. would not create a public nuisance: and
(2)  The tenant. subtenant. lessee, sub-lessee. owner or other person that owns or
operates such use is obligated under a lease or other binding rental agreement
for the premises and the obligation was entered into before the effective date of
this Law for a period exceeding 5 vears: and
(3)  The financial details support the claim that the use represents an investment of
maney in leasehold and fcasehold improyvements that cannot practically be
relocated to such an extent that denial of the requested extension would result in
undue financial hardship.

Section 1208 Conversion or Legalization of a Nonconformity

(a)

(b)

(<)

(d)

Purpose. Many nonconforming uses. lots, structures. or signs have been in existence for
some time. The classification of nonconformity may be eliminated to remove the stigma
and the difficulties typically associated with obtaining business loans.

Procedure. Any person may apply tor a conditional use permit for a nonconforming lot.
use. structure. or sign.

Criteria for Approval. The Board shall attach any conditions necessary to ensure that the
use. lot. structure. or sign will not become a public nuisance and will satisfactorily coexist
with other existing or potential uses, lots. structures or signs in the zoning district. In

-addition to the criteria for approval of a conditional use set forth in Article 7. the

application shall meet the following requirements:
(1) Support shall be demonstrated in writing from 80% of the property owners
located within 300 ft of all lot lines:
(2)  There shall be a demonstrated lack of neighborhood opposition to the
continuance of the use: and
(3)  Conditions shall be eliminated that would tend to create a public nuisance.
EfTect. 11 a conditional use permit is issued according to the procedure and criteria in this
Section. continuation of the use. lot. structure. or sign shall be given a rebuttable
presumption of reasonableness.

Section 1209 Public Nuisances

(a)

Purpose. It is important for a community to appear clean. well kept, and to be generally
clear of public nuisances. eyesores. and unhealthy conditions. The appearance and
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conditions of a community weigh heavily in the decisions of prospective residents and
businesses in locating to a particular area. A clean. safe. and well-kept community can
stabilize or increase property values. provide a healthy environment. and make citizens
proud of the area in which they live. It is therefore the purpose and intent of this Section to
encourage a clean, healthy. and satisfy ing environment -- one free of, eyvesores, unhealthy.
unsafe. or devaluating conditions and other public nuisances. To this end. this Section
seeks to regulate and protect the health. safety. welfare. values, and aesthetics of propertics.

(b) Public Nuisance Defined. “Public nuisance™ means as defined in Article | of this Law

(¢} Public Nuisance Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for a person to cause. permit. maintain,
or allow the creation or maintenance of a public nuisance.

(d) Examples of Public Nuisances. T'he following list includes examples of public nuisances.

(n

(7
(8)

(9)

Any article of clothing hung outside of a balcony. terrace. porch. deck or
veranda that is within public view of a major arterial or collector road. This
activity is also proscribed within those tourist-related districts that are zoned as
Garapan Core. Garapan East. Beach Road. or Tourist Resort.

The Zoning Board is authorized 10 promulgate rules and regulations. to include
penalty provisions. to enforce this provision.

Vegetation that obstructs the safe passage or line-of-sight of motorists or
pedestrians at an intersection or driveway connection with a public or private
street or alley. or along any street or sidewalk.

I'he keeping or maintenance of one or more abandoned vehicles in public view
or in a manner inconsistent with this Law.

The keeping or maintenance of an abandoned appliance in public view or in a
manner inconsistent with this Law. particularly when the appliance would
permit a child to become trapped inside.

A carcass of an animal or fow| not disposed of within a reasonable time after
death.

A building or other structure which is in such a dilapidated condition that it:
(A) Is unfit for human habitation:
(B) Is kept in such an unsanitary condition that it is a menace to the health of

people residing in the vicinity thereof: or

(C) Presents a fire hazard.

I'he pollution of a public well. stream. lake. canal. or body of water by sewage.
dead animals. industrial wastes. agricultural wastes. or other substances.

A building. structure. or other place or location where any activity is conducted.
performed or maintained in violation of CNMI. or federal law.

A method of disposal for human excrement that does not meet the provisions of
CNMI or federal law. :

(e) Notice to Abate

(n

Whenever a public nuisance is found to exist, the Administrator shall give
written notice to abate the public nuisance to the owner or occupant of the
property on which such a public nuisance exists or to the person causing or
maintaining the public nuisance.

The notice shall identify the public nuisance and the date of the required
termination of the use or structure. and the authority for the notice. and shall
advise of likely further inspections.

I'here shall be an opportunity for a hearing. The request for a hearing shall not
stay the removal date or termination date.

The Administrator shall inspect the premise as s/he determines inspection is

required.
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Section 1210 Nonconforming Adult Gambling Machine Businesses

2 (a) Any legally established adult gambling machine business that is in a location in which such
3 business would not be permitted as a new business under the Law shall be considered a
4 nonconforming use.
5 (b) Within four years of the elfective dalc of this Law. at the end of the last full renewal period
6 of its license from the Department of Finance prior to the deadline. all nonconforming adult
7 gambling machine businesses shall be located in the Adult-Business-Park--Tourist Resort.
8 Mixed Commercial. Garapan Core. Garapan East or Beach Road Zoning Districts, in
9 accordance with Section 612(b). so long as the establishment is located 200 feet from any
10 other-adult-gambling machine business-and-any church, laundromat. public ard-or private
11 school. daycare. park or playground. No restriction set forth in any other Article or Section
12 of this law shall be construed to prevent two or more adult gambling machine businesses
; 13 from operating out of the same building. unit, or establishment, provided that all other
3 14 requirements of this law are met and complied with.
15 Section 1211 Nonconforming Auto Rental Offices with Vehicles
‘ 16 (a) Purpose. It i is unpnnam for a community to hu\c a (.lLlel eny ironment and be generally
| 17 5. &Y -
] 18 establishments have opentcd in congested areas with rental \ehlcles stored on site. These
| 19 have threatened the public safety through traffic congestion, insufficient space for
2 20 sidewalks. and accumulation of inoperable vehicles. The Board determines that this is a
i 21 public nuisance. It is therefore the purpose and intent of this Section to g ggg&ygge a clean,
' )
23 these areas.
24
25 (b) Any ly
26 location where such business would not be permitted as a new business under the Law shall
27 be considered a nonconforming use. and treated as a public nuisance.
28
29 (¢) Within 2 vears of the effective date of this Law, all nonconforming auto rental offices shall
3 be required to stage and store all rental vehicles outside of the Garapan Core, Garapan East,
3 and Tourist Resort zoning districts.
32
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